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Contact Details 

Branch contact: 

Ray Choate 
Ph: 8267 3106 
Email: ray.choate@adelaide.edu.au 

Website: 
www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/br
anches/south_australia/  
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Alan Betteridge (Co-Secretary) 

Richard Heathcote 

Jeffrey Jenkinson 
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        June 2010         

Gardens to Visit    

Ideas Please 

Do you know of a garden 
which we should visit 

(possibly your own)?  We 
are always looking for 
ideas for garden visits,  

future meetings, and for 
related activities.  

Urrbrae House  

2010 AGHS SA Branch Essay Prize 
  Topic  

"Lost Gardens of Adelaide"  

  

 Essays about SA gardens which have been lost due to  

urban and suburban redevelopment. (or for any reason!)  

  

 Essays should be no more than 4000 words  

Use of illustrations strongly encouraged  

 Closing date is Monday 27 th September  

 Winner announced 15 th  October  
 

 Entry form and rules will be available via web site.  Here is 

your  opportunity to contribute to SA garden history records  

 

  Prize  $750   

Email Contacts for Future Newsletters. 
 
55% of the South Australian members of AGHS have recorded 
on their membership record that they have email.  Unfortu-
nately, only 27 (25% of total membership) receive their SA 
Branch newsletter by email.  This saves the Committee not only 
the costs of paper and postage, but a lot of time, and allow for 
ease of information sharing between newsletters. 
 
Several email addresses are also being rejected when attempt-
ing to use them; if you have nominated an email address and 
you have not been receiving notices, please confirm your email 
address with us as we may have mistyped it. 
 
If you are reading a print version of this newsletter, and if you 
are prepared to join your fellow members in receiving an email 
version, please let Ray know (ray.choate@adelaide.edu.au)  
 
If you do not have an email address, but you are prepared to 
consider this option, the Committee suggests that you discuss 
with your local public librarian the possibility of getting a free 
email account on Hotmail, or some similar service.  Public 
Librarians are usually pleased to assist readers in this matter.    
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Recent Events: 
 
 

Adelaide Himeji Gardens  (South Terrace, Adelaide) 
 
On Sunday, 11th April 2010, over 40 members attended the visit and tour of the Adelaide Himeji Gardens, as a 
commemoration of the 25th Anniversary of the opening in 1985 of these gardens.   The ancient city of Himeji became a 'Sister 
City' to Adelaide in 1982.  Several speakers talked about aspects of 
Japan and the gardens:-  Trevor Nottle (who spoke about the Bagot 
steam yacht expedition to Japan to collect plants); Jennifer Harris, 
curator of Asian Art at the Art Gallery of South Australia (on 
Japanese landscape and art): Newell Platten, architect and author 
of "The Lure of the Japanese Garden"; and Fumio Ueda, a Japanese 
gardener who has been associated with the gardens for many 
years.  The Garden is said to blend two classic styles:- the 
'senzui' (lake and mountain garden, where the  imagination endows 
the small pond with vastness and grandeur) and the "kare 
senzui' (dry garden, where rocks and sand evoke the presence of 
water and even the sea itself).  The tour and talks were followed by 
tea in the gardens. 
 
 
 
Urrbrae House Gardens; Waite Arboretum  
 
On Sunday the 9th of May, members visited the Urrbrae House Gardens and the Waite Arboretum on the Waite Campus of the 
University of Adelaide.  Urrbrae House was built in 1891 and has an attractive garden and rose garden, both redeveloped over 
the past few years.  A sculpture garden in the 'Mallee Garden' was also part of the tour.  The thirty-hectare Arboretum has 
more than 2000 labelled trees and shrubs from all over the world.   It was an excellent opportunity for Adelaide and South 
Australian members to get some ideas for trees and shrubs for their own gardens;  many of the trees have been in the 

arboretum since 1928 when the first plantings occurred.  Jennifer Gardner, Director of 
the Waite Arboretum, conducted the tour and answered questions, followed by tea in 
the Dining Room of Urrbrae House. It was a pleasant autumn day and the gardens, 
after recent rains, were looking fresh.  Jennifer escorted the group, looking at several 
important trees, including an Australian Teak (Flindersia australis) and a California 
Buckeye (aesculus californica) with its beautiful silver/grey branches leafless in late 
summer (several members retrieved seeds for planting!).  The Arboretum suffered a 
fire a few years ago, and a project is being developed to replant the approximately 100 
trees which were killed or seriously damaged.  This would be a worthy project for 
involvement of the Branch.  A follow-up visit in Spring is envisaged, when several of 
the flowering trees attract massive number of butterflies. 
 

 
 

Reade Park Croquet Club 
 
Many members joined the Club, and as a result of the increase in membership, the survival of the Club is ensured for the next 
few years.  Demonstrations and talks are planned for the membership regarding this lawn sport. 


