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Contact Details 

Branch contact: 

Ray Choate 
Ph: 8267 3106 
Email: 
ray.choate@adelaide.edu.au 

Website: 
www.gardenhistorysociety.org.a
u/branches/south_australia/  

2011/2012 Branch Committee: 

Richard Nolan 

Richard Heathcote 

Margaret Sando 

Helen Livingston  

State Rep to National Manage-
ment Committee: Richard Nolan 

National Management Com-
mittee member: Ray Choate  

 

 

 

October 2011 

Newsletter 

WE WANT YOUR 

EMAIL ADDRESS.  

 

 

 

 

We want to  be able to 

easily contact you for 

changes to the pro-

gram and to send the 

newsletter.  

We won’t be sending 

any Spam! 

2011 AGHS SA Upcoming Events  

Sunday November 13th 

Visit to Strathalbyn 

Sunday December 4th 

Christmas Drinks— Ferry View, Mannum 

Other events: 

 Rockford Open Day 

Unley Museum Gorgeous Gardens 

7*4*5 50 y1"44"*$x7*4*5 50 y1"44"*$x      

THE RESIDENCE OF MARJORIE AND BOB BROWNTHE RESIDENCE OF MARJORIE AND BOB BROWN  

  

Sunday 30th October Sunday 30th October   

 

Time:  2:30pm    

Address:  6 Lebanon Avenue, GLENUNGA 5064 

Parking:  parking should not be an issue with ample parking in Lebanon Ave-

nue or in Taminga Avenue  

Refreshments in the Summerhouse or in the Garden (depending on the weath-

er). 

Marjorie will talk about the history of the garden when the house was built in 

1926 and its rejuvenation to accommodate a young family when they moved 

there in 1967.   

Marjorie will also discuss her special interest in  Heritage Roses though she 

considers her garden to be ¯one for all seasons°.  As a member of the Heritage 

Roses in Australia, Inc. for 20 years, she has attended many of their confer-

ences in Australia.    The talk will cover other gardens in the vicinity of Gle-

nunga. 

RSVP to Richard Heathcote (phone,8433 1720 or  email heath-

cote.richard@DPC.gov.sa.au) by 28th October 2011 to facilitate planning. 
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GASWORKõS GALLERY     STRATHALBYN SOLDIERSõ MEMORIAL GARDEN  

THE SANDERCOCK GARDEN 

A full-day of varying activities has been organised for a day in the country at Strathalbyn.   

From 10.00am until 11.30am  

A visit to the GASWORK’S GALLERY  has been arranged. Address:  12/14 South Terrace, Strathalbyn 

 It is a heritage listed property, built of Bluestone in 1868 as a Gas Metering Works.  It housed two Manag-
ers within the grounds in two bluestone cottages.  The present owners established the gardens in 1997, 
and the on- and a half acre meandering garden on the banks of the Angus River won the ABC Garden of 
the Year Award in 2010.  It is currently set up and operated as a very successful Bed and Breakfast. An-
other function is booked for noon, so we must to leave the premises by 11.30am. 

Free time from 11.30am to 1.00pm to explore the town and its many antique shops 

1.00pm to 3.00pm 

Picnic Lunch at the Strathalbyn Memorial Garden.  Bring a picnic lunch, and meet fellow members at the 
STRATHALBYN SOLDIER’S’MEMORIAL GARDEN, which is the centrepiece to the town (watch out for the 
AGHS Banner).   

The STRATHALBYN SOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL GARDEN was developed from 1869 on a bend on the River An-
gas.  It is a civic garden, developed with much spirited community initiatives led by a father and son team, 
Joseph and Joseph William Elliott.  They had design advice and plantings from Richard Schomburgk, John 
Bailey and Harold Greaves (all names associated with SA garden history).  A bronze bas-relief memorial 
monument was installed by C. Douglas Richardson and the official opening as the Soldier’s Memorial Gar-
den was in 1921.  Beautiful St Andrews Church overlooks the garden. 

Members may wish to visit the Strathalbyn National Trust Museum over this period.  It is in the former 
police station (built 1858) and courthouse (added in 1867).  In the yard is an extensive collection of farm 
machinery from the past, including an excellent example of a furphy, a blacksmith's shop, horse drawn 
vehicles and other exhibits.  The Museum opens at 1.30pm and remains open until 4.00pm.  Address: 1 
Rankine Street 
3.00pm onwards 

We are invited to meet at the SANDERCOCK GARDEN  16 Melville Street , Strathalbyn . Park in Melville 
Street. There will be Afternoon Tea in the gardens, in the renovated stables and in the garden itself. 

Mary Sandercock, a member of our Society, will talk about the history of her cottage (ca 1870) and gar-
den.  A local artist, Reg Eastaugh of Chiraco Visuals, will have garden sculpture on show in the garden – 
they are all related to wind and constructed in copper an steel.  He is a professional master skydiver and 
engineer.   There are other heritage houses in the area, especially along the West Terrace. Jeanette Wal-
singham-Meath will give a talk on the history of Strathalbyn at the Sandercock Garden. 

DO JOIN US FOR A RELAXING SPRING DAY IN THE COUNTRY. 

Cost is $5 for members; $10 for guests.  RSVP by 11th November to Richard Heathcote (phone: 8433 

1720 or  email: heathcote.richard@DPC.gov.sa.au)  

   SUNDAY, 13TH NOVEMBER 2011   VISIT TO STRATHALBYN       
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"Ferry View"  
4 William Street,  Mannum  
Wendy and Peter Joyner  

4:00pm ³7:00pm  
 

Perched on limestone cliffs, overlooking the River Murray, our large garden has evolved over more than 30 years.  
Thin topsoil, hot north winds, frosts and an average rainfall of 270mm (10 inches), have all presented their own particular 

challenge!  
The view of the river and a love of English style gardens, have influenced the way I have designed our garden.  

Numerous trees, some original, provide shade and protection. One of my favourites, the Chinese elm (Ulmus parvifolia), 
self-seeds freely and copes with whatever nature dishes out. Over the years, I have planted about fifteen, some "bonsai -

ing" themselves as they struggle to grow through the limestone!  
Island beds and long curved borders are a feature of the upper level gardens around the house and cottage. These are 
planted with pelargoniums, roses, irises, self -sown annuals and bulbs. Hardy perennials, succulents and ground -covers 

also thrive here.  
Steps lead down from these gardens to the lower level, which we call "the gully". As a result of the drought, we lost sev-

eral large trees - five from this gully area. The lawns died off and parts of the garden looked like it had been hit with a 
blowtorch - especially the gully!  

Last year, I started redesigning this area and have replaced some of the lawn with stepping  stones, set within semi -
circles, leading down to a stone circle. A sixty year old Norfolk Island pine (Araucaria  heterophylla), still features.  

 
This year has been one of the best I can remember for the garden, with regular rainfall, very few frosts and minimal 

wind. I hope it continues likes this, and Peter and I are looking forward to your visit in December.  Wendy Joyner  
A detailed history and numerous photos of the garden, will be on display.  

  
Getting there:  
l) Up Greenhill Road to Balhannah - Oakbank - Woodside - Charleston - Mt. 
Torrens - Tungkillo - Palmer.  Follow the pipeline into Mannum  
or : via the freeway to the Hahndorf exit to Verdun - Balhannah - etc. 
or : up the Main North East Road to Tea Tree Gully - Birdwood - Tungkillo - etc. 
or : up the freeway to Murray Bridge and take the signs to Mannum .  
2) Once in Mannum ; stay on the main Adelaide Road, then turn left into William Street; just as the river comes into view. Nu mbe r 4 - 
"Ferry View" - is on the right hand side with white picket gates.  There is parking available in the street.  
 
RSVP 1st December to Ray Choate  


