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What’s On - 2011

Dates for your Diary

 Sunday August 7
AGM – Annesley, Bowral
Guest Speaker: Trevor Nottle
Lunch and a Garden Tour to 5th

Chapter Estate Avoca, followed by 
a wine tasting

 Sunday September 11
Self Drive day to the sculptural 
native bush garden of the Longs -
‘Bolwarra’ at Foxground

 Sunday October 23
Morning Tea at Retford Park 
courtesy of James Fairfax
Tour of the house and garden

 December 2011
Christmas Party at Quindalup -
date to be advised

The Old School House at Dunmore was 
a complete contrast with its 2 distinct 
buildings - the school master’s cottage 
and kitchen and the original small 1883 
Minnamurra School which the owner 
told us used to accommodate 85 
children. Dominating the 2 acres was a 
huge Moreton Bay fig in rude health 
proving shade and shelter for the 
myriad birds that frequent this garden.  
We were delighted to see a heron 
sitting on the chimney pot watching our 
activities with interest.  Behind the 
school master’s house is a garden 
growing large healthy pineapples, an 
ideal suntrap with the warm thick basalt 
wall behind.

Grateful thanks are extended to the 
garden owners whose clipping, mowing 
and tidying efforts in the gardens after 
the huge downpours contributed so 
much to making our visits so 
memorable.  

Winter Sun on the South Coast

The weather turned for us after a week of nonstop rain. 37 members and friends enjoyed the mid 
winter drive down to the sea for morning tea in the sun at Hartwell House, Kiama. After lunch we 
drove to the Old School House at Dunmore and spent an interesting afternoon with the owner.  

At Hartwell we wandered the manicured topiaried buxus garden with its towering Monterey 
pine, old camellias dating back to Camden Park in the 1850s, now large, but in perfect health and 
bud laden. A fanciful plumbago hedge, sundial lavender garden and the myriads of old, hardy 
seaside succulents and agaves were highlights. The Fijian Fire plant acalypha was greatly admired 
as were the Russian tomatoes against a sun baked wall all happily producing large green egg 
shaped fruit.  The tour around and through the 1858 house enriched the visit to this lovely old 
home and garden and for the men inspection of a restored British Racing Green  Jaguar in the 
coaching yard made their day.
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Winter Sun on 
the South Coast

Hartwell House, Kiama



A GEM IN THE RE-MAKING – “FARNBOROUGH“
By Lyn Esdaile

άCŀǊƴōƻǊƻǳƎƘέΣ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǊŀƳōƭƛƴƎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊōƻŀǊŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
homestead built in 1840 sitting atop the hill on the Illawarra Highway, Moss Vale just near 
Tudor Preparatory school. Since 2003 the 5 acres of garden has been in the hands of owners 
Rose and Grant Figtree who have lavished the house and garden with loving care. Gradually 
they are bringing them both back to their former glory. 
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The house is U shaped and at the rear contains the sun- filled northern courtyard where each 
wing and kitchen opens onto a return veranda providing the whole house with natural light and 
views of the newly developed and century old garden with its macrocarpa pines and towering 
rhododendrons. These are now enhanced with ornamental standard weeping cherries, Japanese 
maples, small spreading conifers, wisterias, and a huge range of deciduous trees, and 
Mediterranean and European perennials and bulbs. A large vegetable garden, a rose garden and 
a tennis court and swimming pool well away from the main ornamental garden create added 
interest in the garden, whilst the future netted small orchard will increase its productivity.



RE-MAKING “FARNBOROUGH” – contd.

Rose tells of when they first arrived they encountered 2 acres of bamboo and 240 radiata 
pines which covered the property. There was so much timber to be removed to find the 
original garden structure that a sawmill was purchased to deal with the huge amounts of 
timber to be felled. Replanting and rejuvenation of original trees and plants started in 
2004. In the process Rose has left some of the original macrocarpas but has under-pruned 
those producing large living sculptures, a unique solution to the ongoing maintenance of 
these huge trees.

Rose’s aim is to conserve, restore where appropriate and enhance the garden bringing joy 
and pleasure to her own family and those that visit.  Rose also has another passionate 
interest in Bangladesh where she has setup a charity called EchoStars which assists poverty 
stricken women and children living in the Vatura Slum district in Dhaka. Her aim is to 
educate and assist children and women in a tangible way through the establishment of a 
school and medical clinic. Not only are the children helped through the school, but the 
program helps women who need to support their families through another program called 
Sewing for Sustainability. The women undertake a six-month course and on completion 
they should be able to obtain jobs in the local garment industry or through the Bright Stars 
Sewing centre, which makes goods for sale through EchoStars. 

Whenever Rose opens her garden the funds raised all go to EchoStars. Rose will continue to 
open her 2 hectare garden throughout the Highlands gardening year to assist in enriching 
the lives of the women and children she supports. Our branch looks forward to visiting 
Rose’s garden early in 2012.

Page Five



Page Six

The Old School House, Dunmore



AGM Southern Highlands Branch 
Sunday 7th August, 2011 ς10.30am
at Annesley, Westwood Drive, Bowral 
Lunch ς12.30pm - 1.30pm

Guest speaker will be Trevor Nottle 

Trevor has been gardening for more than 40 
years having made three gardens of his own 
around Adelaide.  Best known as a plantsman 
and garden historian he has also acted as a 
landscape and garden heritage consultant for 
the restoration of old gardens in South 
Australia and overseas. His work has covered 
National Trust properties, wineries, diplomatic 
residences and private estates. 

In 1983 the first of his 15 books was published. 
Since then his books have been published in 
Australia, New Zealand and the USA and 
achieved world-wide distribution. This led to 
Trevor being invited to present a series of 
lecture tours in Europe, the USA, South 
America and New Zealand. 

He holds a Masters degree in Landscape 
Architecture from the University of Adelaide. 
At present he is finishing doctoral research on 
the impacts of climate change on domestic 
gardens. His new book 'Plants for a Changing 
Climate' was published in March, 2011.
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And
5th Chapter Estate Garden

and Wine tasting 
2.00pm  - 4.00pm

at
217 Walkers  Lane, Avoca

5th Chapter Estate 
is a garden and winery on 100 acres of rolling 
hills at the end of Walkers Lane, Avoca. In 
addition to the vineyard the estate comprises a 
country manor set in 10 acres of manicured 
gardens.

The various garden rooms include Japanese 
and parterre areas, flower borders stocked 
with thousands of bulbs, fountains and water 
features. These have  been  developed and 
maintained by UK trained resident manager 
and horticulturist Peter Hastings.



STORIES OF VISITING BERRIMA BRIDGE NURSERIES
by Laurel Cheetham

Iôd like to share with you some of the memories of visiting the nurseries, as recorded recently.

Helen Ling wrote the following in a letter to me:  

“In the late 1960s a visit to Berrima Bridge Nurseries was an exciting excursion for me and my two small 
boys. For my part, I was establishing a garden on an acre of paddock in St. Clair Street, while my two 
small sons toddled or crawled about playing happily in the dirt and eating the occasional snail.

The short drive to Berrima passed quickly with observations and comment on horses, cows and sheep 
viewed on the way. Upon arrival we would always search among the glasshouses and potting sheds for 
Isobel.  Our first priority was to walk with her down to the old bridge on the river behind the nursery.  
There we would find Daffy Duck and friends, and feed them some bread.  This was a ritual, and a great 
treat which was always offered.  The boys adored Isobel, so did I, and on the way she would point out 
where other birds were foraging or nesting, depending on the season. Our visit to Daffy fulfilled, we 
would happily potter among the nursery plants with Isobel or Claude, discussing the merit or suitability 
of various trees and shrubs for the positions available in the new garden.”  John Stowar told of his visits 
to the nurseries after arriving in the Highlands in 1979. "Filled with enthusiasm for permaculture and the 
desire to plant a garden that reflected the four seasons, we fled Kirribilli in Sydney for the Highlands. 
(Clean air, freedom from traffic congestion and a country lifestyle in which to raise our two young 
children, were also important imperatives.)
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Morning tea was a good time to call because his wife would arrive with a billy. I regret not staying then 
because of the feeling that it was an imposition with 2 young children. Only in later years did I learn more of 
his interesting endeavours and wished I had known at the time.

Like the Jensen brothers at Exeter he was a man of the earth the likes of whom are now extremely rare if they 
exist at all."

My own memories of visiting the nurseries in the 1980s, include wandering among the nursery beds, trying to 
work out what was growing (most plants were not labelled at that stage), and Mr Crowe (we were formal in 
those days) wrapping the bare rooted stock I bought in hessian, after putting some straw from the chook pen 
around the roots, taking the trees to my car laying down newspaper in the boot, then the trees on it.  After 
closing the boot he would move to the driver’s door and open it for me to get in. Like a host farewelling a 
visitor, he would smile and wave me off before disappearing back to what he was doing before I came.  

The collection and archiving of material associated with the Crowes and Berrima Bridge Nurseries is ongoing. If 
you can add to it, or if you have memories of the Crowes and/or their nurseries which you would like to share, 
we would love to have these too.    

They can be sent to PO Box 2327 Bowral, or you can ring me, on 0248 617132 or 0407907622.  All originals 
will go to the Caroline Simpson Library, with copies retained locally.

STORIES OF VISITING BERRIMA BRIDGE NURSERIES – cont’d
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Keen gardeners directed us immediately to 
Claude Crowe who was everything you 
would expect of a country nurseryman. 
Quietly spoken, courteous and unassuming 
but very clear on what we should and 
should not plant, it was a treat to visit him 
in his secluded corner of Berrima. II do 
recall he said azaleas were a waste of time 
unless you grew kurumes.

Almost as a wise father figure he guided 
you to those plants that would succeed. 
Fundamental for him, was your address-
even to where exactly you lived in your 
street. With his extensive knowledge of 
local soils, their distribution and drainage, 
aspect, wind exposure, rainfall, frost 
incidence and overall microclimate, he 
would recommend plants.

If you were particularly keen to obtain a 'hard to find' species that you suspected 
he may have, he bluntly refused to sell it to you if he felt it was unsuitable.(Possibly 
he was also assessing your capacity to care for the plant.)

Though I always hoped to see his nursery beds he inevitably would bring the 
selected plants to you at his workshed. Many would be freshly-dug 'barerooted', 
carefully-wrapped in straw/newspaper and hessian.



Share your car and visit with us the ancient landscape, sub-tropical native rain forest and
sculptural garden of Drs Geoffrey and Ann Long high on the Illawarra escarpment at Foxground. 
Arrive at the car park near to the modern “long house” and walk the tracks around the 20 
hectare property. Morning tea will be served at the house. Bring a picnic lunch and we will 
provide you with tea, coffee or juice.  

Do wear protective clothing;  long pants and socks with pants tucked into socks and walking 
boots, and  wear protective insect repellent, Rid or Aeroguard, as there are leeches and ticks in 
the bush.

Cost: $20 per head.  Closing date: 3rd September 2011

Directions to the house: Travel along the Prince’s Highway from Kiama south towards Berry. 
Turn right at Foxground Road and drive 5.61 kilometres up the steep, winding narrow road, 
travelling over causeways as you climb.  

Please observe the car parking signs. More detailed information about this garden in 2009 is to 
be found on page 23 of the Australian Native Plant Society journal. 
http://anpsa.org.au/design/70.pdf

South Coast Self- Drive Day 

Sunday 11th September 2011

Bolwarra , 

561 Foxground Rd, Foxground

10.30 am-2.00pm
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