GARDEN

BUDA IS SITUATED in north central
Victoria at Castlemaine, |I18km from
Melboume. [Its altitude is 300 metres.
Summers are hot and dry and winters are
typically a mxture of cold and wet or
frosty momings with days of sunshine.
Annual rainfall averages 61 lmm although
in 1997 it was only 454mm. Soil has a pH
of 65 and the alluvial ground consists of
generally thin topsoil with gravel and clay
as well as 'reefs’ of rock.
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Buda is a house and garden thar readily caprures
the hearts of those who appreciate an essay in
human endeavour. Here is the story of two
generations of one family covering 118 years of
occupation of a much-loved place. Since
opening to the public in 1982, it has further
evolved so that the continuing saga is of living
history, personalities and varied opinions, of
hopes realised and unrealised. It began with
the vision and tenacity of Ernest Leyiny (1818

— 1905), an Hungarian born jeweller, noted for
his work as a silversmith. Leviny achieved the
important g,oals of the successful paterfamilias
in the 19" century. He was respected in his
profession, acquired wealth, fathered a large
family and created a home which was a world
within a world. A well-built, comfortable house
on a suitable scale was an important symbol.
Ideally such a place would be complemented by
a garden and grounds on an appropriate scale.

It is important to note that while Buda
became the realisation of the dream of a family
‘estate’, Ernest Leviny, as early as 1876, was
planning a much grander scheme for a six-acre
site in Hargreaves Street.' Bertha Leviny, mother
of ten children and remembered as a warm
‘ourgoing’ person, put an end to her husband’s
great plan by refusing to move. Ernest had

started on the Hargreaves Street garden and had
even built a plaster model of the new house.
The change of direction was around 1890 and he
turned his attention to enlarging Buda and
giving its southern elevation an impressive
character. In 1890 he purchased six allorments to
add o the grounds. After selling the land in
Hargreaves Streer in 1895, he added lots 8 and
17 to complete the property, as we know it today.




The original holding was purchased in July 1863
from the Reverend James Smith, a Baprist
missionary who spent most of his adult life in
India. Smith had called the bungalow-styled
house Delhi Villa, having purchased the four
allorments which made up the holding in 1861.
The change of name from Delhi Villa vo Buda
took place between 1870 and the early 1890s.
Perhaps Ernest had planned to call his
Hargreaves Street property Buda.

It is known that the Rev. James Smith was a
keen plantsman, so it is possible that some of the
garden was already established when Leviny
acquired the property. Photographs taken in 1869
show an extensive garden close to the house,
including the beginnings of the cypress hedge
which is now a great, though aging, leviathan.

The fence along Urquhart Street, not then
formed, was of split timber pickets on split rails.
Since the 1890s it has been of sawn pickets with
pointed tops. There was no gate on this western
side and the main entrance was from Hunter
Street. When the new ‘front rooms’ and the
grand entrance were built in the early 1890s, the
formal garden to the sourth of the house became
the ‘front garden’. It was at this time thar the
ormmamental gate and recessed gateway were
constructed to make a suitable ‘front’ entrance

off Urquhart Street. While there is enough
symmetry to warrant calling the ‘front border’
a formal scheme, most of the garden is informal.
There are straight walks running both north-
south and east-west, but the only portions which
have a symmetrical or axial plan are the 1920s
‘formal garden’ made from the tennis courr and
the rose garden established in 1985. Generally
the garden beds are of different shapes and sizes
and relate to a style known as ‘gardenesque’
where a broad range of plants are carefully
placed to display their individual beauty and
character.
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It is believed that Ernest Leviny befriended
Ferdinand von Mueller,
Melbourne’s Botanic Gardens. We know Leviny
visited the Gardens on his trips to the city and
while he is likely to have been given seeds and
plants, there is no evidence of von Mueller
actually visiting Castlemaine. There is a
delightful story related by Hilda Leviny in the
1970s. She observed that somehow her father
managed to get everything he wanted. “One day
when he was visiting the Botanical Gardens in
Melbourne he saw a plant he didn't recognise. A
policeman came along and Father said to the
man ‘Go and get me a bit of thar over there will
you?" Very kindly, of course and the policeman
did, quite kindly t00.” *

Ernest Leviny and Bertha Hudson were
married in Launceston Tasmania on December
22 1864. Bertha was born in Kent and her family
had migrated when she was four. The family
lived with ‘Uncle Horton” at Somercotes, a
notable Tasmanian house (1826) in the historic
town of Ross. The relationship berween
Somercotes and Buda continued well into the
twentieth century. Bertha’s sister ‘Aunt Elizabeth’
Riggall of Somercotes, visited Buda and kepe up a
correspondence with the Leviny girls. Anna,
another of Bertha's sisters, was a gifted pianist
and actually lived at Buda for a time,

If Ernest Leviny was the driving force behind
the design and development of the garden, there
must have been influences from the feminine
side prior to his death in 1905. Apart from the
gardener Walter Cross who worked there from
age 16 ro age 80, the period from 1905-1981 saw

the director of

an ascendancy of women. Bertha died in 1923,
Ilma married in 1903 and the two sons left home
to make their own way in the world. It is known
that the sisters had sections of the garden allotted
to them at an carly age and two, in particular,
Dorothy (1881-1968) and Hilda (1883-1981),
were truly passionate about gardening. Dorothy
was® originally given the Camellia bed to the
south of the kitchen and maid's quarters though
her notable contriburions were the making of the
sundial and the fountain as part of her
metalcraft. The founmin was for the formal
garden she created in the 1920s when the tennis
court was no longer in demand. Dorothy was the
only one to submit entries to local flower shows
and is also recalled swapping garden information
and seeds, bulbs, cuttings and plants with
interested classmares whilst actending the
Castlemaine Technical School.

Hilda Leviny valiantly kept on working in the
garden right up to her death at age 98. There
were gardeners during those twelve years she
spent alone, but she worked as hard as any of
them. Normally she would never mention her
age, but one day she was wheeling a barrow past
the gardeners and said, “I'm 92 today!” ‘Miss
Hilda's Walk' is one part of the garden which has
a special association. It is said that the writings of
Englishman Beverley Nichols influenced its
cottage style planting in the mid wwentieth
century. Much of Buda’s garden has a feeling of
the old-fashioned cotrage style. This comes from
the use of hardy perennials, self-seeding annuals
and the kinds of bulbs, which happily colonise
any available ground. It might be officially

described as a ‘suburban garden’, but in many
ways has a relaxed country feeling and is very

typical of the goldfields.




When people who remembered Buda in earlier times
were being interviewed in the 1980s, it was
mentioned more than once thar the garden had
changed very litde since the 1920s and 30s.
A valuable collection of photographs records many
parts of the garden well before that time. The areas
berween the western entrance gate and the tennis
court appear in a number of views taken in the
period 1890 to 1920. One of the most interesting
shots looks across a series of garden beds edged in
brick and tile to the formal ‘front’ of the house and
the Urquhart Street entrance. It is interesting to note
five palms and two cordylines are clearly evident, as
are hollyhocks, the grear clipped cypress hedge and
two of the pines that dominate the scene roday. This
photograph which can be dated o circa 1910, tells us
a lor about the elements and derils that have
remained much the same for at least a century. Ivalso
illustrates the changes such as the consolidation of a
number of beds into larger borders, as well as the
more open character of the scene before shrubs and
smaller trees have grown to maturity.

Changing fashions are clearly evident through
the visual record. For example, palms had more or
less fallen from favour in the period after World War
[I. Except for the very tall specimen close to the
garage they had gone by the time the house and
garden was first opened to the public in 1982. Two
Chinese Fan Palms (Trachycarpus fortunei) were
reinstated in the positions of earlier ones when the
‘front border’ was restored and replanted in 1984.

Popular taste changes or goes in cycles and one
of the priorities identified by the Buda Garden

Advisory Committee in April 1982 in regard to the
front border, was the retention of plants ‘of a suitable
colour' — ‘pale blues, pinks, whites etc...” ‘Roses of
intense colours — orange etc. — should be
removed.” Brightly coloured plants such as gazanias
were removed from the central bed of the formal
garden to be replaced by bulbs and herbs. It might
be said that here is yet another perception of what
constitutes the ‘asteful’ period garden. Cacti, agaves,
aloes and other succulents have all been recorded in
our long established gardens though in many cases
they have been pushed aside by changing ideals.
The overall scheme at Buda has elements we
might describe as softly romantic, bur mosty it
is a garden of hardy survivors with no strict
requirements in colour or foliage. Could it be that
the rich colours seen in many of the craft works

in the house were related to an acceprance of a
wide range of colours in the garden and might
this also reflect the Leviny’s Hungarian heritage?
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House

Garden Room
Courtyard

Studioc Wialk
Service Lawn
Hen Houses
Paultry Run
Vegetable Garden
MNursery

. Gardener’s Shed

Compost Bins
Propagating Shed
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. Farkland
. ‘Formal Garden

Pavilion

. Pavilion Garden

Main Axis

. Farecourt

Great Cypress Hedge
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¢ Lookout

. Pergola
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Rose Garden
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Roses in the Buda Main Garden Trees and Shrubs in the Buda Garden
Climbers Arvone szadecurn Pictum’ (Lords and Ladies) Abelia x grandiflons Fastiodula destata
American Fillar (1902) Bataana sericns (Baboon Plawer) : deacia decwrmem Lavamtula soerhias Tssp.
Climbing Crman Glory Crinum s Acer palmition Luvaniduli x aliantii
Darothy Perking (1902) Dierantu puleherrimurn (Fairys Fihing Rody) Hcer platncides \ Ligustrwtet fapanicuin
Hiawarha (1904} Diezes bicolor Heee piendpplitanis Purpireum’ Lagiusarum vulgere
Lorraitie Lex Climbing (1924) Dieves indioneles Agine @mericinia Liggusdianbay siynaifli {(sicker)
R x foreusitins (1850) Drscwrenlir vulgarsy (Dragon Lily) Arsuestrin bidvlits Lonmicena fragransivimix
Silver Moon (1910) Frenia eefrcta wir alb Arbrzees smecds Lowicera. grpanics
“West Chook Shed Rose' ;Mah T"EI:‘M i?wn ly‘minm Armnin::thmfm Lonécers sp.
Hemericallis filva amo’ Avtindy dovas "Nk Laphorsyran Wheontaze "Vatlegana'
Sheub Roses Ilmmlla lp (Dny Lily) Hicala juponics " Vm Magnoliz x sulingiar .
Dainty Bess 11925) ? {Spanish Blachell) Berberss 7 borcama: Mithio pumids o,
Duihiesse de Manitebells (1829) Jres (Tl Beanded: T cultivars) Berbrerss sambergei Matdu
Lady Hillingdon (1910) ey exarema ﬂnb(m thimbergii ‘Atropurpurea’ Mudss x purpurea
Opirelia (1912) drss ewant (formerly 1. Eaewpfer) Heschychiton Mdmu Mespilus germanica
Peace (1943) 13 foetidistinu Buielitlegu dicetsi Mascanthus sinensss
Perle d Q' { I'RM? . Trix achraleuss Buiddlle davieis 2cv. Méra migra
Rous focrids 'Persiand drot prewdacyrs Huddieye x weyersins Muebienheckia crmplyza
Rine Gaujard Ieir sibirica (Siberian Iris) By wermpervirem clipped Nundina demestica
Sarah van Flees (1926) Irar unguicsdarts (forerly. L soplasa) (Wister oe Lamdhp Japonica Nerzwm aleander ‘Madonna Geandiflarem’
Perennifals from the Buda Garden ,;umun Iris) mc«@.m V.. glance Nerium wletndder 'Mrs - Roedling”
- h [ i deodans Nersmn elasmeder 'Munctatim’
mm-n-;:ga&';"l::;h ) Axrybrjix ap (Yellow Autumn Poker) Crnraures esnentria Nufsoe africun
Achilles nelllekiliumi (Yatrow) Kriphofia sp, (Poksn) Clereis siligguaserum (lrarza phlegupappe
Aige Nerogsd . Aulﬂrf}il s chd Hor Poker) 4 ml’lw gn‘llml Opuntist wp.
Aleea roiee (Hollyhock) Sonyen s, o Gl o ioms et
4 ot Lencaflarn autzmb i dllimorseenyes el uffrutices
Amk-r = ;‘:ﬂﬁiﬂlpnm gresie Lllzuen regetde (Regal Lily) Chiersomicles speciues Parthetocinug ininyuefilia
Calden M Ladlrwen agremum (Tigger Lily) iyt eerviatie Farsbenncrion cmspidate Veirchil
Aguiligia vulgarit (Colimbing i Miraddfis jalapa (Four O'Clock Plant) Cisrnr mompelientis Philadelplas 7 x veeginaits
Arcoasis x Byl (Auuror Dialey) Musciers armeniacum (Grape Hyacinth) Giitps ¥p, Plgrmivm e “Vanegam'
Lowiiitr g Nerviows (Daffodil) Carran lmun Plurtinta serrulans
Arcsdo dome “Alister Clark” and "Eve Murmy' Collectons Clepriaessy ev. Finus canarsen
Asser corstifodeas “Sitves Spray’ Az (Jonguil) Coleoncini ulbrom Dittwspurum eingestivides
At hybrid Bk’ Good e Aver i il Gemiing awry Prpn 2 comcifom
Vsl 'R‘ﬁlyn Pearl (aran capitase Promus 2 srilatna
Bergenia mlmﬁ’ﬁu "Silver Chiiney” Carzaderia wiloaros Pruceas Elyind'
Bolounsa 1p Saleil 4Oy’ Coorylus wpellena Prunss armeniaca
Calamsintha sp “Straw” Clntinny toggygria DPrusis i
‘;""J"""‘"l hearek Nerane flexais Alba' Conmenziser ? framibetss Prumis censafert Auropurpuees’
M Nerine spy Carneaster geucophyling V. seratimm Prunar commmunar
(mmmrlm rwher (Vileriai) &ulu Dowdes (Four O'Clocks) Comnesiter hurszonnalss Prumsy ew (2 x bljnaana)
G busoibati aoidder (hnlu Frirzat Catoneasser panmai Prunss dulezt
Chesnerchas sivaperfierens (Perential Willdowes) Chuitliy ruse 3 Cratisegia coccineides Priinss glandsloe (7 ' Reves! "Sinemsy')
Chrysnthomum hybrids Pelygotsatam x hybesdium (Solomons Sead) Chititegies wrotingyis Pruns peicia
Chrysaniheramm hﬂnm Salla biflen (Common Squitl) Cratagres phisersogrruss Prunus serrubiss
Ch I Scilla peravigma (Peruvian Lily) Crazgss sp. Lyunus serrulans. Ranzan®
Cheysanibemsnnt pitriheniusm asircing Spanaxis wricolor (Hurlequin Plwery Cratacgir u::;Zh Proni sp.
(Exhibition Bardet) Tritoniasp. : Crutaggee s Pt sp. Reerasiferst) himp
o ST AN Tialipie sibiesilis (Ifur_k Tulip) Cupresrus fsnebriz Prinui sp. (deniestsca)
O R R Vielloga ypevsosa (Scarborough Lily) Cuprraus huitanics Dountics grviazim 'Flote Plena’
SRS 5 Wizsaneiar Iryedriddan (apmm- nacTIcaTpd (l lcdp) Pyracansve angustifolia
Diaints "M Sinkin 1868 Zansedeschia canidida Storm Lily) : lis Aurea’ Pyracantha vp.
Disssithoes s (Fink) (.u’mm:mrmw Py comomeniis
Eripern _‘L.m (& nlom oblorga DPyras comnunis cv,
Erigeren barvimbzama (Scavide Dany) el "e’""ﬁl' ~ ’)"'Mh‘
Eupboebia characiac op. unclfmit - (}m Gru. pul Qurresis 2 biculor
Eupborbis dendroides Cytesus sooparius (Noviows Weed) (Qserrvn mbmy
Cieransum sevgusrenst (Bloody Cranes Bill) it d”' Rhwdodendrom o
Flellebwruy atienzefis hybtids (Winter Rose) D',""-‘"’ M’ N Rine m"
Hespern mamromder (Damss’ Violer) s M"’ﬁ""‘d‘"-
Theris semsperyinens | Perennial Candyrufi) Fuuctlypius botryoides R‘_k' o
Lo glenbdabin *Vatiegatum’ Encalyprus thdocalye Riber wsa-criip
Liriope waieers (Liby Tigef) Eucalypuus ficifilia Robinra preudoscacia
Lyihmis comimenia (Rose Campion) [:lqn_ym it m‘. m
Cheantbiens wp. (Ew Prim 3 a5 gL ol
Wﬁi::f,‘ HmaE Felicia byvrpifolia Sénsalind oh
Pesaiter fragrone (Winter Heliotrope) Ficn carice %‘"" mole vat. e
Frimeale sp. (Camwlip) Forsyeltia 2 suspens Sexecin biewlor wsp. cinerarin
Sedduns specebile Foroyehia Poinidiams Surio avenpara
Sl svaruialli Formyrhia sp, Spineea centoncertr ' Lianceata’
Stlene padgarn (Ganny's Banner) Foactu exedliivr Spésaca pranifulia
Scachpr byeannina (Lamb’s Ean) Friceisn/aggoepe Spintea turberyi
Verbems fomaeiensét (*Puarple Spire™) Fuchss o (pink) Sreuphineivarpes albm
Vorbene seness Fuchaa ap, Syrpbarziarpac arbrcnistns
Vvt gpicaza Garrya clliptica Syrirga (2 persica)
Vinca winse alfw (Peciwinkle) Gtjron parnifont Simge £ X bpscincilam
[ r——— e ollgerk
Vials od P Syrinmps rulgwru (whitx)
Vicec filammentona Hypericum i Tamiarzx parriflons
Hex wpaafolium Aurea Marginac’ Tanacerum prarmiciflorim
Jwminm meg: Trachycarpus fortime
o Jatmium nudiflorum Ulms procers
Bulbs, Corms and Rhizomes uglanis regict Viburnwm opilus
Agapantin prsecax “Snow Drog’ Jussiperss msordros Viburmun wpselus *Steeile’
Agapantious praccey wp. wrensalts Kerria juporica { Tlenifloed) Vitrurmum timiss
pravcex sxp, wevendadis Abidi’ Koetresteria pamscwlas ¥inir ¢,
Apapanitne umellatus Kolkiirgezia umisiitis Vit sp.
Alfisem {chives) Lasbuirnum asnagyroides Vitis virifers cv,
Alfizem suabisirnizume (Millamaids) Luagerstroemia iriica Vitis virtifera ex, (black grape)
Alligm tuberossm (Garlic chives) Lanrus nerlniles Weigels florsda"Vaticgats'
Metroeweria aurew ' Lanea’ (Peruyian Laly) Laawrws mabulie: lipped Wierse e
Amaryléis belladanna (Belladonna Lily) Lavvmdala angwstifnlia ssp. angurifolia




There were not that many older roses in the
garden by 1982. A few notable examples were
Rosa x fortuneana over the arch leading from the
utility area to the main east- west walk, an old
gallica on ‘Miss Hilda's Walk’, the Autumn
Damask ‘Quatre Saisons’ and the ‘Persian Yellow'
or ‘Castor Oil Rose'(Rosa foetida Persiana’). More
modern roses along with recently imported iris
cultivars are known to have been added to the
garden in the 1960s and 70s.

Veteran gardener Fred Moss, a friend of the
Levinys, was a keen collector of plants and gave
some of the irises he imported from America to
them. It is presumed that species bulbs such as
Gladiolus communis ssp. byzantinus have been in
the garden a long rime. With striking cerise
blooms, these make a bright combination in
mid-spring with flag irises, Centranthus ruber,
Geranium sanguinewm and the ubiquitous ixias.
Late winter and early spring is a feast of white,
cream yellow and gold as members of the
narcissus family have their season of glory.

In the early 1990s, the late Eve Murray
presented  Buda with a collection of daffodils.
Many were from her original stock from the Alister
Clark collection and others were her own hybrids
and are planted in some previously ‘empty’ ground
ar the lower end of "Miss Hilda’s Walk'.

The formal rose garden was established in

1985, offering a new area of interest in a part of

the grounds which was a block purchased in 1890
by Ernest Leviny and not fully developed. Central
Victoria has a notable heritage of old roses and it
was felt that this could be represented by a new
garden where people could sponsor plants
carefully chosen to create a representative display.

Some debate has arisen since its inception
between the view that such additions are an
added arrraction for visitors, or that they
compromise the integrity of an historic property.
The 1988 Conservation Analysis by Nigel Lewis
and Associates included the formal rose garden in
its list of attractions created since 1981which
should be removed as they have ‘a particularly
adverse impact on the interpretation of the
property.”* An even greater step away from the
ideal of conserving Buda in its pre 1981 stare is
seen in the ‘garden room’ or funcrion area. It
helps Buda survive financially, yet represents a
dramatic change in what was once a service area
including drying yard and dog run. The old
gardener’s shed has been relocated to the new
plant nursery on the eastern side of the fowl run.
Vegerable beds are maintained to preserve some
of the character of earlier times and poultry
continue to play their part.

(above) In 1985 the pavillon
became the garden
information centre with a
permanent display ustrating
the history and restoration
of the: garden.
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Two of Buda's garden structures are considered
highly significant; these are the aviary in the
courtyard and the pavilion adjoining the formal
garden. The aviary was moved across the
courtyard many years ago and given a new
rendered brick base. It has a happy group of
tenants and with its finely derailed design seen
against a background of flowers, it provides an
important focal point as visitors enter from
Hunter Sueet. The garden pavilion is thought to
have been moved a short distance when it was
modified to become the tennis pavilion.
This occurred abour 1899 when the court was
constructed. With usage of the rennis court
declining after World War I, it was decided that
it should become a very simple ‘formal garden’.

From surviving magazines in the Buda collection,
it can be suggested thar the fashionable formal
gardens seen in English Country Life were a
possible influence. Such schemes were favoured in
Australia in the early decades of the twentieth
century, reflecting the work of English gardeners
such as Gertrude Jekyll,

Having developed in stages as land was
acquired, the garden has a compartmentalised
character. Though not generally screened so
completely as to warrant the term ‘garden
rooms, these distincrive areas nevertheless add
greatly to the enjoyment of moving through the
whole of the grounds. For example, to walk from
the kitchen courtyard, through a rose arch then

crossing the main east-west walk, enter the
pavilion/  pleasure garden, is a delightful
progression. Moving across to the contrasting
formal garden then offers a number of openings
to other areas. On the south-east corner there are
steps which offer a formal rose garden to the
right and in front a complerely informal ‘park’ of
grass, large shrubs and a variety of trees including
wattles, eucalypts and some fine conifers.
Alternatively one can move from the pavilion
garden ro the pergola walk giving three possible
directions. To the south is an area of lawn
dominated by a large cypress. This area is
bordered by garden beds both straight and
curved, each containing an interesting array of
plants from edging daisies to tree peonies.




Included in the work of the first
Garden Advisory Panel in 1982
was a recommendation that a tree
surgeon be employed o rackle
some of the problems that had
developed by that time. In 1983
the watering system was improved
through the efforts of local service
clubs. This overcame some of the
difficulties faced in an extensive
garden with limited and somewhat
deteriorated plumbing. A new water main into
the property and an extensive semi-automatic
watering system were installed in 1988 using
funds provided by Victorias Open
Garden Scheme.

It is important to note however that the
Buda garden illustrates the typical conditions of
the Central Victorian Goldfields. Generally
poor soils and long spells of low rainfall have
shaped the regional gardening traditions. This
fundamental truth is essential to the story of
this place. Heavy watering, overemphasis on
soil building or any other moves to attain that
lush effect seen in cooler districts is carefully
avoided. The clear, hot summers bring a
shimmering reflection off gravel paths,
patterned here and there with dappled shade.
Autumn, winter and spring can all be a
patchwork of cracking frosts and more
temperate weather. Rich autumn colours are
one of the highlights of Buda’s garden.

Part of the ‘intactness of constituent
clements’ given as an important point in the
1988 conservation study, is the marvellous
collection of plants introduced into the garden
between 1861 and 1981. Buda nursery offers
visitors the chance to purchase plants grown
from the stock in the garden. At first, the
nursery was a means to ensure that there
were replacements should these be needed.
Impressed with the obvious hardiness, ‘old
fashioned’ character or rarity of many of the
plants, people were increasingly attracted to the
possibility of having them in their own
gardens. Garden and nursery manager, Dianne
Thomson has developed and extended the
nursery so that it has become an important
gardens, for
restoration projects, for new garden designs

resource for other home

and even as an interpretive display.

/cartl
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The day of Hilda Leviny's funeral, the 14" of
October 1981, was a pivoral moment in the
history of Buda. It was the end of one era
and the beginning of another. The garden
bid her a glorious farewell. After a very wet
winter, plants were growing ar an
extraordinary rate. Branches loaded with
blooms reached out to rouch the coffin as
the procession wended its way along the
familiar gravel paths. Mozart on the flute
wafted through the trees and the two per
dogs were in the care of the Newell sisters.
Those in attendance, who had a long
association with Buda, expressed a view that
it was as if the garden had put forth its very
best face to say goodbye. Careful evaluation
soon found that its underlying condition was
less than ideal and in places in serious
decline.
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Since that time there have been a series of
significant stages in the conservation, renewal
and extension of the garden. The first major
restoration was funded as a Commonwealth
Employment Project in 1984, with Clive
Winmill managing the scheme assisted by his
wife Margaret. The Winmills, well known for
their Badgers Keep Nursery, had been appointed
to the Garden Advisory Panel in 1982. Clive's
role eventually expanded from Garden Director
to overall director in March 1986. Buda Historic
Home and Garden was incorporated on the 14th
of October 1986 and in November, Clive
Winmill resigned.

John Gowty, who had worked on both the
first and second Commonwealth Employment
Projects, became Head Gardener and from
February 1989 until his untimely death in 1998,
was the Curator/Manager of Buda. In March
1990, the Buda Garden Management
Committee headed by Emeritus Professor ].S.
Turner produced a Draft Management Plan to
follow on from the Conservation Analysis and
Policies of August 1988. A second draft of this
document was released in May 1993, Its central
concept was to enable management of the garden
‘to proceed in an orderly way....." *.....despite a
lack of continuity in staff and resources.” It was
also hoped that it would help reconcile
competing interests, aid in the allocating of
resources and provide a basis for future plans.
that  face
concerned with the management and long-term
conservation of the Buda garden include the

Fundamenral questions those

maintenance of paths, edgings, drainage,
fencing and gates, garden structures, irrigation
systems, garden furniture and of the garden
beds and grounds in general. Weed control,
mulching, plant renewal, hedge and shrub
rrimming along with tree surgery are ever-
present concerns.

Overworked staff and enthusiastic
volunteers have made an immeasurable

contribution to the survival in good condition
of this remarkable garden. Buda relies firstly
on the visiting public. on occasional grants
and bequests, and on the
generosity of all who give of their rime and
cffort. Tt remains the property of the
Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical
Museum leased and managed by Buda
Historic Home and Garden Incorporated.

continuing
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