
Appendix A: New Zealand Plant availability in Australian nurseries 
NB: the following is a selection of most-commonly seen species. Many more could be  
added that were here (from nursery catalogues) that are seldom seen now. 

 
Botanic Name Common name Date(s) Introduced? 

Acaena sp., e.g. A. sangisorbae bidi bidi/ NZ burr 1866 NSW; 1860 Vic; 

Adiantum cunninghamii common (NZ)/ Cunningham’s maidenhair 
fern 

1869 Tas., 1877 Vic. 

Agathis australis NZ kauri 1843 NSW; 1857 SA; pre-1857 Tas., 
1855 Vic. (1823 was in Europe) 

Alectryon excelsus titoki  /NZ ash 1864 Vic. 

Alseuosmia quercifolia Karapapa 1869 Tas. 

Aristotelia serrata makomako / wine berry 1857-74 Tas., c.1879 Vic. 

Arthropodium cirrhatum renga renga / Cape Reinga lily 1843 NSW; 1860/73 Vic. (1821 in UK) 

Asplenium bulbiferum ‘New Zealand 
var.’ 

mana mana / hen-and-chickens fern 1886 Vic. 

A. banksii  c.1853 UK; pre-1857 Tas., 1860 Vic. 

Astelia chathamica ‘Silver Spear’ Chatham Island kakaha / bush flax Species: 1934/66. ‘Silver Spear’ 
released 1976 NZ (DD). On an 1984 
IUCN list of threatened species  

Astelia nervosa  kakaha / bush flax c.1770 UK; c.1898 Vic? 

Beilschmedia tawa Tawa 1769 NZ; ? 

Blechnum banksii fern (W.Coast  NZ) 1889 Vic. 

B. capense kio kio / Cape fern 1873 Vic. 

B. chambersii fern 1873 Vic. 

B. discolor piu piu / crown fern 1873 Vic. 

B. fraseri fern 1889 Vic. 

B. nigrum black blechnum 1889 Vic. 

B. vulcanicum fern 1886 Vic. 

Brachyglottis (syn.Senecio) greyi Grey’s groundsel   

B. monroi Monro’s groundsel  

B. repanda rangiora / bush man’s toilet paper 1769 NZ; Pre-1857 Tas., 1860 Vic. 

B. r. ‘Purpurea’ purple “ 1915 NZ (DD) 

Carex spp., e.g. C.testacea sedges ? 

Carmichaelia grandiflora  scented tree broom (syn.C.australis) 1769 NZ; Pre-1857 Tas., 1864 Vic. 

C. stevensonii weeping broom ? 

Carpodetus serratus Putaputaweta / marble leaf ? 

Celmisia spp., e.g. C.coriacea Mountain daisies 1773 NZ; ? 

Chionochloa flavicans tussock 1990s Vic. 

Chordospartium stevensonii tree broom/weeping “ “ ? 

Clematis paniculata puawhananga / bush clematis 1773 NZ; 1851 NSW; 

Clianthus puniceus kaka beak / glory pea 1769 NZ (Banks); 
R.Cunningham, 1834 
Pre-1857 Tas., 1855 Vic 

Clianthus puniceus ‘Albus’ White kaka beak / glory pea 1923 NZ (DD) 

Coprosma acerosa / brunnea brown stemmed coprosma C. brunnea 1925 NZ 

C. australis (syn. C. grandiflora) kanono 1769 NZ; 1866 NSW; 

C. lucida karangu (& karamu) 1769 NZ; 1776 UK; Pre-1857 Tas., 1865 
Vic. 

C. macrophylla whakataka 1873 Vic. 

C. propinqua mingi mingi 
 

1839 UK; c.1879 Vic. 

C. repens (syn. C. baueriana) taupata  /mirror bush 1827 NZ; 1832 UK; 1850s SA; 1860s Vic 
 

C. repens ‘Picturata’  variegated “ 1882/89 Vic. 

C. r. ‘Variegata’ “ “ 1873 . 

C. robusta karamu 1769 NZ; 1850s SA; 1889 Vic. 

Cordyline australis ti kouka / cabbage tree 1769 NZ; Pre-1857 Tas., 1855 Vic. 

C. a. ‘Albertii’ variegated “ (cf: ‘Aurea Striata’1928 UK) 

C. a. ‘Purpurea purple “ UK c.1860 



C. banksii forest cabbage tree UK c.1860 

C.’Green Goddess’ Hybrid cabbage tree ? 

C.’Pacific Dawn’ Pink/red-striped “ “ c.2001 NZ(DD) 

C. indivisa toi / mountain “ 1773 NZ; 1864 UK; 

C. (syn. Dracaena) indivisa ‘aurea 
lineate’ 

variegated “ “ 1865 Vic. 

C. kaspar Three Kings’ Is. “ c.1870 Vic? 1956 NZ 
discovered/named 

C. pumilio dwarf “ UK c.1860 

C. stricta forest cabbage tree (& Australia) 1864 Vic. 

Corokia buddleioides Buddleja-leaved korokio Pre-1857 Tas., c.1912 NZ (?) 

C. cotoneaster korokio 1886 Vic. 

C. x virgata Korokio ? 

Cortaderia richardii toi toi/ NZ pampas grass 1864 Vic. Proclaimed SA noxious weed 
in 1996 

C. speciosa toi toi/ NZ pampas grass 1827 NZ; 1897 UK; 

C. toetoe toi toi / NZ pampas grass 
 

1827 NZ; 1857-74 Tas., 1963 NZ (name 
published); 

Corynocarpus laevigatus karaka / NZ laurel 1826 NSW; 1845 SA; Pre-1857 Tas., 
1860 Vic. 

C. l. ‘Variegata’ Variegated karaka/NZ laurel 1925 NZ (DD); 

Cyathea (syn. Alsophila) dealbata ponga  /silver fern 1769 NZ; 1869 Tas., 1865 Vic. 

C. medullaris mamaku / black tree fern 1769 NZ; 1869 Tas., 1877 Vic. 

Cyathea smithii katote / soft-leaved fern 1886 Vic. 

Dacrycarpus (syn. Podocarpus) 
dacrydioides 

kahikatea / white pine 1769 NZ; 1843 NSW; Pre-1857 Tas., 
c.1879 Vic.? 

Dacrydium cupressinum rimu / red pine 1769 NZ; 1845 SA; Pre-1857 Tas., 1864 
Vic. 

Dicksonia fibrosa wheki ponga / tree fern 1769 NZ; ?1865 Vic. 

D. squarrosa wheki / tree fern 1769 NZ; 1865 Vic. 

Dodonaea viscosa ake ake / hop bush (also native to Aust.) 1857/64 Vic. 

D. v. ‘Purpurea’ purple “ ? 

Doodia media pukupuku/ rasp fern 1873 Vic. 

Dysoxyum spectabile kohekohe / NZ mahogany 1769 NZ; ? 

Elaeocarpus dentatus hinau 1851 NSW 

Entelea arborescens whau / cork tree Pre-1857 Tas., 1860 Vic;  

Festuca matthewsi, multinoda, F.rubra Fescues (grass) ? 

Fuschia excorticata kotukutuku / tree fuschia 1769 NZ; ? 

F. procumbens creeping fuschia 1882 Vic. 

Griselinia littoralis papauma / coastal puka / broadleaf 1865 Vic. 

G. l. ‘Variegata’ variegated “ c.1879? Vic. 

G. lucida puka / broadleaf Pre-1857 Tas., 1860 Vic. 

Halocarpus biformis Pink pine ‘Rare in cultivation’(Spencer, 1995) 

Hebe (syn. Veronica) albicans veronica ? 

H. amplexicaulis veronica ? 

H. x andersonii Anderson’s veronica 1857 NSW & Vic. 

H. x a. ‘Variegata’ variegated “ 1857 Vic. 

H. x carnea veronica ? 

H. cupressoides veronica Pre-1857 Tas., 1886 Vic. 

H. decumbens red-stemmed veronica  

H. diffenbachii Diffenbach’s veronica 1882 Vic. 

H. diosmifolia veronica 1886 Vic. 

H. elliptica kokomuka 1773 NZ; 1864 Vic. 

H.  x ‘Franciscana’ Devonian/hedging veronica 1859-60 UK; 1876 Vic. 

H. gracillima Narrow-leaved veronica ? 

H. hectori Hector’s veronica 1866 Tas., 1873 Vic. 

H. lycopoides Whipcord veronica 1866 Tas. 

H. macrocarpa veronica 1876 Vic. 

H. odora (syn. H.buxifolia) veronica 1873 Vic. 

H. parviflora veronica 1862 Tas., 1864 Vic. 



Botanic Name Common name Date(s) Introduced? 

H. parviflora var. angustifolia (syn. 
H.angustifolia) 

veronica Pre-1857 Tas. 

H. salicifolia (syn. Veronica lindleyana) koromiko / willow-leaved 
veronica/speedwell 

1769 UK; 1845 SA; Pre-1857 Tas., 1857 
Vic. 

H. speciosa ngapuka / coastal veronica 1843 UK;1850 NSW; 1857 Vic. 

H. stricta koromiko / veronica ? 

H. traversii Travers’ veronica ? 

Heliohebe (syn. Hebe) hulkeana NZ lilac 1873 Vic. 

Hoheria (syn. Plagianthus) lyallii Lyall’s / mountain “ 1869 Tas., 1889 Vic. 

H. populnea houhere / lacebark 1833 UK; 1869 Tas., c.1870s Vic 

H. p. ‘Aureo- Variegata’ variegated “ c.1898 Vic? 

H.  p. ‘Variegata’ “ c.1898 Vic? 

H. p. ‘Purpurea’ Purple-leaved “ c.1898 Vic? 

H. sexstylosa houhi ongaonga / narrow-leaved “ 1868 NZ; c1874 UK 

Hymenanthera banksii (probably 
H.divaricata) 

weeping matipo c1865 Vic. 

Knightia excelsa rewarewa / honeysuckle tree 1769 NZ: c.1770 UK; c.1832 NSW (*) 
c.1880 Vic? 

Kunzea ericifolia kanuka / tea tree 1827 NZ; 1864 Vic. 

Lepidothamnus (syn. Dacrydium) 
laxifolium 

Pygmy pine / mountain rimu ‘Rare in cultivation, offered by 
nurseries as novelty’ (Spencer, 1995) 

Leptolepia novae-zelandiae fern 1886 Vic. 

Leptopteris (syn. Todea) 
hymenophylloides 

heruheru / single crepe fern 1869 Tas., 1886 Vic. 

L. (syn. Todea) superba ngutungutukiwi / Prince of Wales / double 
crepe fern 

1869 Tas., 1873 Vic. 

Leptospermum scoparium manuka / tea tree (white) 1773 NZ; 1828 NSW; Pre-1857 Tas., 

L. s. nicholsii red-flowered manuka  1914 NZ (DD); 

L. s. keatleyii Keatley’s (large, pink) manuka / tea tree 1935 NZ (DD); 

L. s. ‘Nanum’ cv.s (various with bird 
names: ‘Ruru’, ‘Kiwi’, ‘Kea’, 
‘Kotare’etc) 

Dwarf manuka / tea tree 1956 NZ (DD);  

L. s. ‘Red Damask’ (first) double red manuka / tea tree c.1956 (California); 1958 NZ); 1957 
NSW 

Libertia grandiflora mikoikoi / NZ iris 1830 UK; 

L. ixioides tukauki / mikoikoi / NZ iris 1824 UK;  

Libocedrus bidwillii pahautea / mountain cedar 1864 NZ; (L.tetragona, NSW 1845 
could be this sp./L.plumosa) 

Libocedrus plumosa (syn. L./Thuja 
donniana) 

kawaka / NZ cedar pre-1845 NZ; ?1845 NSW (see above) 
1865 Vic. 

Macropiper excelsum kawakawa / pepper berry 1862 Tas., 1860 Vic. 

Melicope ternata wharangi 1864 Vic. 

Melicytus ramiflorus mahoe / whiteywood 1769 NZ; 1869 Tas., c.1865/73 Vic. 

Meryta sinclairii Puka/-enui, broadleaf c.1868 NZ & UK;  

Metrosideros carminea akakura / crimson rata ? 

M. colensoi creeping rata 1990s Vic? 

M.  excelsa (syn. M. tomentosa) pohutukawa / Xmas tree 1769 NZ; c.1770 /1840 (PBD) UK; pre-
1857 Tas., 1855 Vic. 

Metrosideros excelsa ‘Aurea’ Golden-flowered “ / “ 1954 NZ (DD); ? 

M.  kermadecensis Kermadec Is. “ 1928 NZ;  

M. k. ‘Variegata’ variegated “ 1966 NZ; c.1890 Vic? 

M. robusta Northern rata 1860 Vic. 

M. umbellata Southern rata 1769 NZ; ? 

Monoao (syn. Podocarpus 
/Lagarostrobus) colensoi 

Silver pine ? 

Muehlenbeckia axillaris (syn. 
Polygonum sp.) 

pohuehue / wire bush 1842 UK (PBD); also native to 
Australia; pre-1857 Tas., 1898 Vic. 

M. complexa Pohuehue / wire bush ? also native to Australia 

Myoporum laetum ngaio 1769 NZ; 1873 Vic. 

Myosotidium hortensia Chatham Island (giant) forget-me-not 1862 Tas., 1865 Vic. 



Botanic Name Common name Date(s) Introduced? 

Myrsine australis mapou / red matipo / myrtle 1864 Vic. (M. sp. New Zealand) 

Myrtus (syn. Lophomyrtus) bullata & 
cv.s 

ramarama 1839 UK; 

M. (syn.L). obcordata rohutu 1852 NZ; 1886 Vic. 

M. (syn.Lophomyrtus) x ralphii 
cultivars (various: purple, ‘Variegata’ 
etc 

Variegated/purple/etc rohutu/ ramarama  

Nestigis apetala Mock olive 1851 NSW 

N. lanceolata white maire c.1865 Vic. 

Nestigis montana oro oro / narrow-leaved/ mountain maire 1873 Vic. 

Nothofagus fusca tawhairaunui / red beech 1769 NZ; 1873 Europe; c.1879 Vic? 

N. menziesii Tawhai / silver beech 1873 Europe; 

N. solandri var. solandri Tawhairauriki / black beech 1873 Europe; 

N. s. var. cliffortioides Tawhairauriki / mountain beech 1873 Eur./1963 NZ pb’d.; 

Olearia ilicifolia Holly-leaved daisy bush 1862 Tas. 

O. paniculata akiraho / daisy bush c.1870/89 Vic. 

O. traversii Chatham Is. akeake/ daisy bush (?) Tas., c.1865 Vic. 

Pachystegia insignis Marlborough rock daisy 1855 NZ; 1990s? Vic. 

Paesia scabulosa Scented fern 1873 Vic. 

Parsonsia heterophylla Kaihua / NZ jasmine c.1839 (Cunningham, to Sydney?), 
1860 Vic. 

Pellaea rotundifolia Button fern (also native to Australia) 1869 Tas., 1873 Vic. 

Phormium cookianum harakeke/ mountain flax 1860 /89 Vic. 

P. c. ‘Variegata’ Variegated “ “ 1873 Vic. 

Phormium tenax harakeke / lowland flax 1773 NZ; 1798 UK (PBD); 1820 NSW**; 
1845 SA; pre-1857 Tas., 1855 Vic. 

P. t. ‘Purpureum’ purple “ c.1870 Vic? 

P. t. ‘Variegatum’ variegated “ 1865 Vic. 

Phyllocladus alpinus Alpine toa toa / celery pine 1866 NSW 

Phyllocladus trichomanoides tanekaha / celery pine 1890 SA; 1860 Vic. 

Pimelia prostrata pinatoro / NZ daphne ? 

Pisonia brunoniana parapara / bird lime / bird-catcher tree 1889 Vic. 

P. b. ‘Variegata’ Variegated parapara 1954 NZ (DD); 

Pittosporum buchanani Buchanan’s pittosporum ? 

P. colensoi rautawhiri / Colenso’s pittosporum 1862 Tas., 1873 Vic. 

P. cornifolium Tawhirikaro 1827 UK (PBD); Pre-1857 Tas., 

P. crassifolium karo 1873 Vic. 

P. c. ‘Variegata’ variegated “ c.1898 Vic? 

P. eugenioides tarata / lemonwood C1833 NSW; 1850s SA; 1857-74 Tas., 
1860 Vic. 

P. e. ‘Variegatum’ variegated “ 1876 Vic. 

P. ralphii Ralph’s pittosporum ? 

P. sp. ‘New Zealand’ ? 1860 Vic. 

P. tenuifolium kohuhu 1857 NSW & Vic.; 1850s SA (1820 in 
UK) 

P. tenuifolium (syn. nigrescens) 
‘Variegata’ 

variegated kohuhu  

P. t. ‘Keila Keightly’ kohuhu cv. c.1870 Vic. 

P. t. ‘Tom Thumb’ dwarf purple “  

Plagianthus betulinus manatu  /ribbonwood c.1898 Vic? 

Pleurophyllum speciosum Campbell Island daisy ?1990s Tas. 

Podocarpus acutifolius needle-leaved totara 1890 UK; 1990s Vic? 

P. cunninghamii mountain/thin-barked/ Hall’s totara ?1990s Tas. 

P. nivalis slpine/snow totara 1843 UK; 

P. totara totara 1850/1 NSW; 1890 SA; pre-1857 Tas., 
1863/4 Vic. 

P. t. ‘Aurea’ golden “ 1952 NZ (DD); ? 

Polystichum richardii tutoke / shore shield fern 1889 Vic. 

Polystichum vestitum puniu / prickly shield fern 1889 Vic. 



Botanic Name Common name Date(s) Introduced? 

Pomaderris apetala Tainui (also native to Aust.) 1828 NSW; 1864 Vic. 

Pomaderris kumeraho Kumerahou ? (1922 NZ: DD) 

Prumnopitys ferruginea (syn. 
Podocarpus ferrugineus) 

miro / brown pine 1851 NSW; pre-1857 Tas. 

P. taxifolia (syn. Podocarpus spicatus) matai  / black pine 1769 NZ; c.1770 UK; 1851 NSW; pre-
1857 Tas., 1873 Vic. 

Pseudopanax arboreus (syn. Panax 
dendroides)? 

whauwhaupaku / tree five-finger 1857-74 Tas., 

P. (syn. Aralia) crassifolius horoeka / lancewood 1769 NZ; c.1770 UK; 1857 Tas., 1864 
Vic. 

P. ferox fierce “ 1889 NZ;  

Pseudopanax lessonii (syn. Panax 
quinquefolius) 

houpara / coastal five finger 1827 NZ; 1859 Europe; 1862 Tas. 

P. lessonii ‘Gold Splash’ golden “ 1975 NZ (DD);  

Pseudowintera (syn. Drimys) colorata horopito / pepper tree 1844 Europe; 1933 name pb’d. 

Pteris macilenta fern 1886 Vic. 

P. tremula turawera / fern (also native to Australia) 1873 Vic. 

Ptisina (syn. Marattia) salicina Para / King fern c.1812 Europe; 1869 Tas., 1886 Vic. 
(M.oreades) 

Ranunculus spp. (e.g. R. insignis, R. 
lyalli) 

mountain/giant buttercups ? 

Rhabdothamnus solandri putaputaweta / NZ gloxinia 1866 NSW; 1869 Tas. 

Rhopalostylis (syn. Areca) sapida nikau palm 1769 NZ; 1786 UK; 1866 NSW; 1860 
Vic. 

Schefflera digitata (syn. Aralia 
schefflera/ A. cunninghamii) 

Pate / five finger 1827 NZ; ? 

Solanum laciniatum (syn. S. aviculare) poroporo / kangaroo apple (also native to 
Australia) 

1786 UK; c.1898 Vic? 

S. laciniatum poroporo 1789 UK; 

Sophora (syn. Edwardsia) microphylla kowhai 1772 UK (PBD); 1828 NSW; 1855 Vic. 

S. molloyi ‘Dragon’s Gold’ Cook Strait / Stephens Island kowhai ? 

S.  prostrata dwarf “ 1868 (in NZ) 

S.tetraptera large leaved kowhai 1769 NZ; 1780 in UK; 1843 NSW; 1845 
SA; 1886 Vic. 

Stilbocarpa polaris Giant purple/white daisy ?1990s Tas. 

Tetragonia tetragonoides (syn. T. 
expansa) 

New Zealand spinach (also native to 
Australia) 

1771 UK; 

Trichomanes reniforme raurenga / kidney fern 1869 Tas., 1889 Vic. 

 Vitex lucens (syn. V. littoralis) puriri / NZ oak 1769 NZ; c.1770 UK; 1851 NSW; 1860 
Vic. 

Xeronema callistemon Poor Knight’s Is.lily 1924 (NZ); in Munich botanical mag., 
1950 

Weinmannia racemosa kamahi 1782 UK; 

Xeronema callistemon Three Kings lily ?2000s NSW 

 
Key: 
? after a date means it was seen in an Australian garden developed before/ around that date 

*www.hortuscamden.com ‘s entry on silky oak (Grevillea robusta) quotes from Allan Cunningham in 1832: surpassing both the 

Knightia of New Zealand’... implying at least that Cunningham had seen, perhaps collected rewarewa. None seems to have 

been recorded at Camden Park, NSW. Robert Brown wrote of it (in a paper on the Proteaceae family (named by) of Jussieau 

in the Transactions of the Linnaean Society (volume 10)) in 1811), so it was in Europe by then. Hooker writing in a 
supplement to The Botanical Magazine in 1836 noted that Banks and Solander discovered it on their 1769-70 New Zealand 
exhibition. 

 
** Clough, Richard, ‘Charles Fraser’s Record of Plants in the Sydney Botanic Garden 1827-28’ notes that a red form of Phormium 

tenax was given to the SBG by Dr Fairfowl, Royal Navy in 1820 and Cordyline australis introduced at an uncertain date (in 
Australian Garden History vol. 8(3), November/December 1996, 16) 

 
 

http://www.hortuscamden.com/


Sources: 

Brookes, Margaret, 2009, Plants Listed in Nursery Catalogues in Victoria, Garden Plant Conservation Association of Australia Inc., 

South Yarra – diverse plant entries (dates for sale) 

DD = Duncan and Davies introduction (into the trade/cultivation)(see Jellyman) 

http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/  - diverse entries 

http://www.theplantlist.org/tpl/record/kew-2382098 - diverse entries 

Jellyman, Alan, 2011, The Growing World of Duncan and Davies – A Horticultural History 1899-2010, The Sir Victor Davies 
Foundation  

Mills, Colin, Hortus Camdenensis – an illustrated catalogue of plants grown by Sir William MacArthur at Camden Park, NSW, 
Australia between c.1820 and 1861, online at: http://www.hortuscamden.com./  

Morrell, W.P., (ed.), 1958, Sir Joseph Banks in New Zealand – from his journal, A.H. & A.W.Reed, 79-80 
Morris, Colleen & Rodd, Tony, Colonial Plants Database, NSW Historic Houses Trust / Sydney Living Museums, online at 

http://www.hht.net.au/collections/library/colonial_plants  (over 11,000 plant listings known to be available in the colony of 
NSW pre-1860s, compiled from several sources 

PBD = Paxton, Joseph and Hereman, Samuel, 1868, Paxton’s Botanical Dictionary: comprising the names, history and culture of 
all plants known in Britain; with a full explanation of technical terms. New ed. Including all the new plants up to the present 
year, Bradbury, Evans & Co., London 

Sheridan, Gwenda (unpub.), plant research using the 1857 Royal Society Catalogue, Hobart, Tasmania; Published meetings, 
Annual Reports of the Royal Society (1849-58) 

 

http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
http://www.theplantlist.org/tpl/record/kew-2382098
http://www.hortuscamden.com./
http://www.hht.net.au/collections/library/colonial_plants

