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AN INVENTORY OF AUSTRALIA'S
MAJOR GARDENS

While the study of Australia’s garden heritage could he
said ro have commenced with W, Hardy Wilson in 1910,
iL is. in truth, a relatively recent phenomenon.

Fven twenty yvears ago when James Broadbent and |
proposed o the University of Sydney thar we would make
a study of the colonial gardens of Sydney and its environs,
our opic was clearly considered bizarre, and we were
fortunate w be allowed w0 proceed. However real
encouragement did come from those we met in ow
research and wavels, especially Professor E. G. Warerhouse,
Diana Pockley (then chairman of the Natonal ‘Trusts
Garden Committee in NSW) and Dick Clough (ar that time
responsible for creating many signilicant modern Tands
capes in Canboerra).

It is important 10 grasp that the study and practice of
landscape architecture in Auseralia was then in its infancy
and indeed Sydiiey bad only one full ime landscape
designer. Most gardens and magazines reflected 19t
century horticultural traditions, often with municipal
CVCTTOTICS.

During the 1970% inrerest in garden design and
landscape architecture increased, and a range of research,
publications and a major rravelling exhibition led to the
first Garden 1listory conference, held in Melbourne in May
1950.

Nurtured by Peter Waus, and encouraged by Dame
Elisabeth Murdoch, the AGHS came into being, and the
ensuing talks, wours and conferences  Sydney and Moune

Wilsom (1982), Hobart and the Midlands (1982), Adelaide
(1983), Ballarar and the Western Districts ( 1984 ), Canberra
and environs (1985), Northemn Esmania (1986), Bowral

Dedatite, Mansficld, Victoria

Killymoon, Fingal, lasmaria

and the Sourhem Highlands (1987), Mclhoume ( 1988)
provided a proper forun for infornmation exchange, and
cnabled rhe cxaminarion of interesring and  hisroric
gardens.

When in 1978-80 the varions branches of the National
Trust of Australia were asked by the Australian Heritage
Commission o survey the major gardens in their region
for the Register of the National Estate, only Victoria (Peter
Watts) and South Australia (RO Beames and Tony
Whizchill) produced significant publications that provided
definitive information on the wpic. Such infonnation for
Vicraoria has been amplified, in a popular way, by John
Fatrick’s Guidebook 10 Viaoria's (Open) Gardens Scheme
(1987).

Strangely the National Trust, outside of Victoria, has
never instigaled a proper programme of listing and
protection for historic gardens throughout Ausiralia.
Accurate information on the major gardens throughout the
rest of Australia is, ar best, haphazard. Accordingly it scems
entirely appropriate [or the AGIIS 0, over tdme, publish
a comprehensive inventory of Australia’s major gardens.
Fach issue of the Society’s official journal will contain a
detailed account of one such garden, including, where
passible, plans and archival photography: As the editor of
the series | will ensure that a diverse range of gardens
is rescarched and described cach year Leading phoro-
grapher Richard Stinger has very kindly agreed 1o provide
the AGHS Journal with picrures from his remarkable
collection of negatives and ransparencics covering
gardens throughout Australia,

Howard Tanner
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EDITORIAL

The publicarion of our own jourial represents a magor
step forward for the Australian Garden History Sociery.

The Society wus formed in 1980 at a conference in
Melbourme where a committee was elected and a drafr
constitution drawn up. The primary concern of the sociely
wis 10 he the promotion of interest in and research into
historic gardens as @ najor component of the National
Estarc. Nine years later we have 2,500 members and active
branches in every state. Our annual conference and general
meating is held in a ditferent cenwre each year where
members from all states gather 1o discuss aspects of garden
history, bear distinguished lecrurers and visit gardens of
interest. o order W encourage research into historic
wmardens a number of rescarch grants are awarded each vear.
Fvery other year we invile an overseas guest lecturer to
Australia and an all-stare itincrary is amanged so he or she
may he available 1© as many members as possible. Also,
we have compiled a register of historic gardens in Australia
with 4 view 1o lobhying for assistance [or Lheir
proeservation

Our branches organise a wide mange of activities for
members, including wours, seminars, lectures, workshops
and working-bees ro help in the restoration of siles
considered signilicant.

‘The sice and activity of our membership suggests that
we have heen successful in acting as a focus for interest
in our nation’s garden heritage.

In the very carly days of the Society we produced our
own mexdest jowmal and Later an agreement was reached
with the newh-founded Austealian Garden Journal Ut
they would act as our “oflicial” journal. Now that the lareer
arangernent s no longer in place, 1 am delighted 10 be
asked ro wrire the ediorml for the st issue of our new
Journal

Regular sections will include:

® Liclitorial — o be rotated around office bearers on
stare and narional commitlees

Ganden profile — a serious article abour one garden.
Feature articles.

Letiers 1o the editor

Book reviews.

Tour news e reponts of ours organised by Head
Office and information abowut forrthcoming touss.
Calendar of cvents a fully integrated calendar
listing all planned activities at national and srare level.
® State news and views.

® Names ol contact people in cach stare.

While rhe AGHS, at this stage, cumot maich the
production ol comumercial magazine, our new publicarion
will, 1 believe, be more relevant 10 our Society. Peter Walts
will edit this publication umtil a pennanent editor can be
appointed.

Because of the unforeseen separation of the Socicty
from the Australian Garden Journal, we have had
vonsiderable unbudgeted expenses with the setting up of
buth an office of ouwr own and this new publication.
Therefore, after a recent budget meeting, the National
Commiltee has reluctantly decided thar subscriprions will
be increased 10 £32.00 per annum. On your new

Jucelyn Mitcbold

subscription form you will nogice a column for donations,
and any gifts 10 help us through this period wonld be
wost welcome. Donations ra the AGHS are tax deductible,
The executive officer can provide details.

The new arrangements have meant an immense amount
of work tor the members of the National Committee and
office bearers for which 1 am extremely gratcful. This
Comumnittee has a wide range of experience and experlise
and for the information of members 1 have requested they
b listed in this issue of the Journal.

To accomplish the many things we would like o
continue with (e.g. rescarch granrs, lobhbying) depends on
the wealth of our Society and this in tum on our
membership base and suppont of our members tor our
activities. Most of our new members come by word of
mouth or because they wish w be included in one of
Qur activities. We all know people who would enjoy being
a member of the AGHS, so | uwige you all w help us in
a membership drive.

The recent changes, | believe, will be very much to the
long term benefit of the Sociery and will help us focus
attention on our directions for the next few years.

I look torward 0 seeing many familiar faces at our
Amnual Conference in Queensland in Ouober and 10
meeting many new members

Jocelyn Mitchell
Chatrperson

AGHS Naronar Manacement CoMMITTER

Mrs Jocedyne Midchvdl- Chairperson (Victogias)

Owner of an historse garden amd its associated plant nussery
in Victora’s Westem Disirict. An active member of several
charitics. Playexl an important role in ongganising  Vicloria's
Curclens Scheme.

Mrs Oline Richards: Vice Chairperson (Westem Awstralia)

Member of WA Branch Comminiee. Professional Landscape
Archirect with a special interest in environmental histoey and
Landscape ancd garden conservation. Numeross aniches published
in mational and stte joumals oo the themes of garden history
and conscrvalion. For several years the WA cocrespondent fore
the mational journal Landscape Awstreadia. Member of the National
Trust (WA) Significant Tiee Regrister Sub-Committee. Member of
the Interim Committee of the Profcssional Historians and
Researchers Association.
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Mr Richard Katcliffe: Honorary Secretary (ACT)

Landsezape Advisos for the Narional “Trast (ACT) Classification
Committee. Pringcipal Architect, Tleritagne amd Favironment, fow
Australian Construction Services, Head Office, Canberra: Author
of fortheoming book on PBaul Sorensen.

Mr Michael Bligh: Treasurer (New South Wales)

Chaimman of Michael Bligh aml Asociales Py Itd, which
specialises in the design of cold climare country gardens and
propertes. He s also a Comprany Director of two Birge grazing
properties based al Delegate and Goulbum

Do Jodm Brines (South Australia )

Associane Professor in the Faculty of Acchitecure and Flanning
i the Pniversity ol Adeliide and setves on the South Avstralian
councils of buth the Royal Australian Institute of Architects and
the Rogal Avstcalion Phnning Institute. Buticula inlesests e
i the conservation and management of l\etiuge CTVIRONMents
and in whan design and planning. Coarrently engaged on a
lownscape improvetnent program  supporlec] by the Ausiralia
Council.

Seeator Jocefyre Newmare: (Eisnunia)

Membier of the Australian Seute since 1986, Sludow Minister
for Defence, Sclence and Personncl Formedy practising Darrister
aned Soliciton Avtively invodved in nany community groups.

Mry Fairie Nivlseor- { Tasnania )

Farms her lasmanian property single handedly. Onc of twelve
foamling Gahers of the Rhododendron Gardens in Thmnie. For
many years Secretary of the Retarded Children'’s Assoclation and
plays an active pan in sovenal other kol deritiess Member of
the: Advisary Comminies for the School of Fashion at the Bumie
College of TVFE where she occasionally gives her ime 10 counsel
cmotionally disturbed and wasyward studenis

Mr T Nowth: {New South Wales)
Respected horticultural author Proprictor and editor of The
Australizo Ganden Jourmal. Former Scorctary of the AGHS.

Mr jobm Patrick: (Vicioria)

Garden comsultant, author and broadeaster. Author of The
Australfan Garden and regular contributor to various magazines.
Tvolvedd with and designed guiddsook for the Open Garden
Scheme in Vicoria. Tormer member of several National Tras
landscape and garden commuitrees and lecrurer at Victorian
College of Agriculiare and Homliculiure.

My Dharidd Perkins: (Queensland )

Principal Conservation Officer (Policy), Queenskaind Depart
ment of Envieonment and Conservalion. An cnginecring
graduate, has stuchied biologrical sciences with nuph:l:sis an
borany, has a background n caviconmenral planning. Has been
involved in the development of management and conseration
plans tor national parks and historic sites and in the supervision
af site development and landscape planning for national parks.

My Aletbxeae Reessedl: (Victoria)

Director ol the Tleart Foundation of Victoria, Past Commis-
sioner of the Girll Guides Association of Victoria aaal Past
Chaimperson of the Victorian Women's eanch of the Liberal Party.
Currently active 1n several charinics.

Mrs Caroline Stmpson: (New South Wales)

‘Trustee of both the Work] Wikl Life Fond of Australia and the
National Parks Foundation. Has been involved, since 1955, with
the Natosal Trust (NSW) ospecially historic bailidings amd
decueative arls angd writes on these subjects.

Mr Hewpard Tanner: (New South Wales)

Councillor of Royal Australian Instinute of Architects (NSW)
aned National “Trust (NSW). Architet ancd Landscape Designer wilth
Knox & Tanner Py, [td. Author of several books on history of
Australian garden design. Former Chairperson of the AGHS.

Mr Peter Watts: {New South Wales)

Dircator of the Histaric Foases ‘Trost of NSW Actively involved
in the conservation and management of important historic
houscs and gardens. Author of several hooks oa historic gardens.
Founcling Secreary of MGIS.

My fony Wiirebill: (South Australia)

Tree Advisory Officer a0 the Botmical Gandens, Adelaide
Member of the committee of the Significant Tree Register of
the National ‘Trust (54). Deputy Chairman of the Stiding Coundl
Botanic Advisury Board, and member ol other ollicial commit
1ccs concerned with enviconmental issucs.

AGHS RESEARCII AWARDS

Tast year the MGTIS initiated its Rescarch Awards to promote
rescarch into seleaed aspeds of Australian garden history. The
three awamls offered in 1988 were each of $2000, and open (o
competition by students cnrolled In Ausrralian tectiary
institutions.

John Tirine, Ken Trigby and Richard Rawcliffe formed the
socieny'’s Rescarch Award subcommitice 10 consider the cleven
research propessals received, most ol which were ol 2 very high
standard and concerned with worthwhile projecis. Three
exvellent proposals were recommendesd 1o the executive
committee and the Society made awards as follows:

10 Mr Richard Badey for his proposed rescarch sl repeont on
A histeary and guide o the parden and parkland of the
property Vlaitndert', several miles east of Camperdouwn,
Victoria

T Ms Kate Low tor her proposed rescarch and thesis on 10e
Crardens and works of Bewy Matoney and Jean Walker, and
thedr roder e the development of an Australian Garden Style.

To Mrs Pauline Payne for her proposed rescach and writlen
stuchy, supparted by slides elc, on Dr Schombiogk and the
Adelatde Boranic Garden 1865-1891.

1 was fortuitons thae the resezanch proposals judged the most
desirable 1o support came trom three ditterent stares. Richard
Barley was hased a the Vidorian College of Agriculiure and
Hosticulure, Bumley. Kae Toaw in the Schoul ol landscapc
Architecture in the University of Noew South Wales, Sydncy, and
Pauline Bayoe in the Histoey Dequriment of the Facully of Arts
in the University of Adelaide,

The AGHS would Tike 1o express s thanks 1o the ressanh
supervisors and others in the educational institutions listed
above who encouraged and guided the rescarchers in theis
exeellent effons

The completed research will be lodged in a suitable public
archive and exiracts from the rescarch repons may be published
i this Joumal.

Enquiries have alrcady been reccived as o when the next
wannl of Resesnch Avwands will be mande. There is obwionsly a
bucklog of imortant work to be done 1n Australian garden histocy
rescarch and the AGHS hopes 10 anaounce a further roamd of
awarcls i BEXD.

Jodis Brine




ELISABETH MURDOCH’S CRUDEN FARM

Much has heen wrirten of the garden at Cruden Farm,
Langwarrin in Victoria, and of the parrs of it designed in
1929 30 by Fdna Walling. What is clear 1o the visitor today
is that the historic garden now owes as much, if not more,
10 i1s owner, Dame Elisabeth Mudoch,

She is its powerhouse and ideas source — working, she
cheerfully admits, around the Walling “bones™ like the
splendid stone walls. But she it is who, particularly i the
past 20 years, has stretched and moulded the garden. No
longer docs it simply encircle the house, now it reaches
ot into the surrounding paddocks. Such is its harmony
with this landscape that a truly pastoral awa is creared,
and it is difficult 1o settle on its most memorable feature,
Is it the families of ducks paddling across the lake, the
tall pale pink dahlias in the lare autumn herbaceous border,
the herd of cartle grazing peacelully beyond the post-and-
rail fence, the towering elms on the lawn in front of the
honse, or the burgeoning new groves of cucalypes, oaks,
crab apples, willows?

Dame Elisabeth, who is past. and inaugural patron of
the Australian Garden History Sodiely, came 1o Cruden
Farm, then known as Home Farm, in 1928 as a 19 yewr
old bride. Then it was “a litde garden full of colour™, in
which she remembers plants like bonfire salvias and
agerarum, and beds in the shape of a hearr, a diamond
and a club. She had grown up appreciating her mother's
spacions Fdwardian-style garden in Toorak, loving the
country, and absorbing the style of sume of Vicoria's finer

Western District gardens. Having her own country garden
stimulated her determinarion. ~T was so young, 1 felt it
Was np ro me to come up Lo scraich”™. Bur she did not
design it would not have known where 10 begin, she
savs — and because her hushand “atways wanted things
Beautitul” and helieved in consulting experts, it was logical
that he should Dring in Edna Walling, already then a
sought atrer designer.

Alter the garden was designed the Murdochs used
Criscien Farm at weekends, and tor the next few years Damne
Elisabeth was busy having babies and wavelling with her
husband. She was fortunare, she says, in having a
marvellons right-hand-man at Cruden Farm — Bill Duell,
who established the garden, working with another man
and two hovs on huge wsks like bringing up all the soil
for the walled gardens from a creck on the propeny. (The
stonework was done by local men, who then asked for
more work, and saw through the Depression years in
construction ol the beautiful stone stables adjoining the
walled gardens).

Sixty years in a garden is a long time,
and it is indeed a lucky gardener who
not only has this oppormnity, but who

Erows with it

Most ol the garden a1t Cruden Farm was burnt in a
bushfire in 1944, including the rhythmic entrince avenue
of closely-planted lemon-scented gums, whose evocative
silver trunks invariably stop visitors in their tracks (and
not just first-time visitors!), They were scorched and
blackened, as was a fine clump of Melaleuca stypbelivides
which was part of Edna Walling’s original planring.
Devastated, Dame Elisaberh asked Russell Grimwade:
“What are we o do?” “1 Jon’t know,” he replied. “T think
you just have 1o wait and pray” The gums and the
melaleucas recovered.

sir Keith Murdoch died in 1952 and Dame Elisabeth then
moved fulllime 1w Cruden Farm. Not long after this she
hecame president of Melbourne’s Royal Children’s
Hospital, overseeing an enormons fund-raising drive and
the rehuilding of the hospital ‘1here didn't seem 1o be
enough hows in the day, bur she rose at first light 10 put
in several hours of gardening before her work commit-
ments, The garden grew and developed, even over a period
of 12 vears (the late 19308 through o 1970) when she
could find no skilled help, and lsboured long and hard.
Then she met her present “marvellous™ gardener, Michael
Morrison, who now is there four days a week and whose
artistic inpul i as important to her as his physical
contriburion. Where her schedule allows, NDame Elisabeth,
who celebrated her 80ch hirthday last January, uies 10 be
with him for three hall-days of this, “I can still weed, |
can cut back, we work together pretty well. There is so
much to do in a garden! We're at it all the time, and still
there’s more. It's not that we're lazy .. She adds thar going
from a tank supply onto mains warer, around 10 years ago,
wias an enormous spur in expanding the garden.
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For her birthday Dame Elisabeth'’s family presented her
with an clectric buggy in which she circumnavigates her
acreage with grear verve. “Hold on,” she calls excitedly
as, admiring the pecling white trunks of the Walling
melaleucas, we tilt precariously sideways down the bank
which hides the tennis court. There is a moment of definite
uncerainty until equilibriom is restored. “Well, | haven't
done that before ", and off we go w0 inspea the
Meltantbus major on the side border (“one of my very
favourite plants™) and the gnarled original Pyrus
Slorthundawhich marks the comer of the clegantly-curved
border but which is nearing the end of its useful life,
“We've been ralking about thar tree, Michael and 1, and
I think we must just bite the bullet. 1t looks as il it has
had it. You've got 1o think of the future all the tme in
a garden. People say I'm ruthless but 'm being ruthless
for posterity.”

This part of the garden was designed as a formal grid
of bricked paths and annual beds, which Dame Elisabeth
has altered in Favour of gently curving borders and lawn.
A Teature is a delicate small plum, Prars spinosa, chosen
by Edna Walling but ruined in the 1944 bushfire. Luckily,
cuttings taken from it after the fire have survived.

Dame Elisabeth’s enthusiasm for her garden is all
encompassing. 1 do love tis buggry. it lets you have such
a good overview. And it's marvellons for raking my clderly
friends around.” First we s1op by a new piece ol sculplure,
‘Daedalus’ by Lrwin Fabian — “isn't it lovely? T'm thrilled”
— then ar one end of the tennis couwt, W inspeat the
chosen location for another grouping of Melaleuca
stypbeloiodes. We wheel around the exiensive lake  built

Iast year, and its creator’s special joy — w0 look back at

the “new” post and rail fence (Michael Morrison's idea)
which marches the fence running beside the entrance
avenue of eucalypts, and to see where, last weekend, Dame
Elisabeth and Michael put in (by hand) another 1000
dalfodil bulbs. She sputs a slumping new reee. “Oh, therne's
one leaning over, it needs tying up. Bvery time 1 come
around | really ouglit 1o bring some stockings. Tsn't it hicky
I wear such a lor?” Tn rhe same breath, this gardener is
hath practical and inspired. It is an infectious combination.

“You've got to think of the future all the
time in a garden. People say I'm ruthless
but I'm ruthless for posterity™

Other writers have discnssed the aleeration in Cnwden
Farm’s walled gardens, where Edna Walling’s standard crab
apples, espaliered fruit trees and roses have been replaced
with herbaceous borders and a swimming pool. Dame
Llisabeth wants it understood that she did not question
the designer’s choioe of planting so much as siring, and
arientation of these gardens, She stresses that it ook her
decades of “struggling on™ with the unhappy plants hefore
she made the change. “I'm leaming all the tme and |1
only hope T can go on long cnough ro leam more.
Experience is the teacher, of cowse. And 1 think all
interested gardeners read a lot, and subconsciously absorb
informarion.” Sixty years in a garden is a long time, and
it is indeed a lucky gardener who not only has this
opportuniry, but who grows with ir. This is a “down™ fime
for the borders — “I'n so somy, they've gone over” —
but still there is much ro see, and ro Icarn.

Every wree is a friend — the huge elins outside the front
door, two most nnusual oaks (Quercus x firthii ), the
spreading white trunked candlebark ¢ Evcedypins rubidea )
at one end of the stone stables. 1f a garden’s history is
made by its crearors, then this story is worth ratelling. “Oh,
do 1 remember that candlebark! We had been 1o Mt Lofty
and I got it and anacher one there, and bronght them back
in pots. It was just before 1 had Anna, and 1 was large
and cumbersome. We arrived in Melboumne and Keith had
10 go 10 work. | needed 0 go 10 the bank so 1 said 1'd
do that, then take myself home on the tram. T fell up the
steps of the National Bank! ‘There were wees and soil
everywliere, but a kind man picked me up and put the
trees back in their pots. 1 planted them that weckend.”
All the rees at Cruden Fam are valued, and looked after.
“Your trees must be tended, if yon can afford ir, you owe
it 1o them. | don’t buy expensive plants, 101 aim extravagant
in any way it's in the care of my garden.”

And more and more trees are planted, indeed for every
venerable old [riend there seem to be one or twvo
newcomers. Dame Elisabeth says: 1 hope any lasting
success that 1 may have will be my wish w replace, 10
build. In a garden yon must always replenish for the
future.”

Anne Latreidle




FLORA AUSTRALIASICA 1827-1828

Australian Plants in English Gardens

Rolw.n Sweet’s Flora Australiasica is a beauti-
fully illustrated account of the Australian plants
being cultivated in English gardens in the carly
nineteenth century. As such, it reflects the wealth
of Australian flora that had been collected and
propagated since the colony was founded in 1788
and also the degree ol interest in horticuliure
current in England during this period an
interest fostered considerably by the pioneering
efforts of Sir Joseph Banks, who continued to
promote the investigation of Australia and its flora
throughout his life.

Not a great deal is known about Robert Sweet. He was
bom in Cockington, near Torquay, in Devonshire in 1783,
the son of William and Mary Sweer. Having shown an early
interest in plants, at the age of sixteen he was sent W
work under the supervision of his hall brother, James
Sweet, who was gardener wo Richard Bright of THam Green,
near Brisrol.

Sweel remained in this position for nine years, leaving
10 take charge of a collection of plants at Woodlands, the
residence of John Julius Angerstein. From here, in 1810,
he entered into a partinership in the Stockwell Nursery,
which was tamous for its collection of rare exolic plants.
Sweet’s reputation must have been considerable by this
vme, for on 14 February 1812 he was elected a Fellow
of the Linnean Society of London. The Stockwell Nussery
was dissolved in 1815, when Sweet wok up a position as
foreman 1© Whitley, Brames and Milne, nurserymen of
Fulham. Four years later, in 1819, he went 1o work for Janes
Colvill ar the Kings Road Nursery near Chelsea. Colvill
was noted for his collection of rare plants, including Kosce
lawranceana, which he raised in 18035, and for his carly
involvement in the China roses

This must have been a busy time in Sweer's life, for
in 15158 he published the first of his many botanical works,
Hortus Subnorbanus Londinesis, a cawlogue of plants
cultivated in the neighbourhood of London arranged
according 10 the Linncan system, Just TWo yours later, in
1520, he publishied the first volume of Gerariacae, a study
of the natral order of Gerania growing in the gardens
of Great Britain, with colour illustrations by Edward Dalion
smith. This marked his first collaboration with Smith, wheo
was to work on most of Sweet’s other projects. Geraniacae
was published in five volumes berween 1820 and 1830,
initially in monthly parts, with four plates per month,
although the parts of the last volume, from 1823 o 1830,
appeared less regularly.

Abour Smith, tow, little is known. He was bom in 1800,
and began his artistic career painting studies of flowers
‘and fruit, exhibiting at the Royal Academy in 1816 He was
10 become besr known as a porteait miniaturist, although
as well as working with Sweet he did illustrations for
various botanical and horticultural jonrnals untl 1836.

Sweet’s work at this fime was extraordinary. Tn 1821 he
published The botanical crativaton, o, instriclions for the

management and propagation of the plants cultivaied in
butbonses, greenbouses and borders, in the gardens of
Great Britain, and this was followed by The Dritish
Warblers: An Account of the Genus Sylvia, a work
describing his own observarions of captive birds of this
genus, which he published in three parts from 1823
onwarcls.

‘These works were evidently begun while Sweet was
emploved at the Colvill Nursery. His employer must have
allowed him some latimde, for in 1825 he published the
ficst volume of The Lritish Flower Garden, containing
“coloured figures and desciptions of the most omamental
and curions hardy Nowering plants, including annuals,
bicnmials, perennials and flowering shrubs; with their
scientific and english names, best method of cultivation
and propagation™ This work ran 1o seven volumes, issucd
between 1825 and 1837, In the same year, Cistinae
appeared, in which Sweet described 112 cistuses,
helianthemums and halimiums, the majority of them trom
the Chelsca Physic Garden. For onwe, E. D. Smith was not
the artist, it was illustrated by N J. and W Harr and Mrs
Margarct Read Brown.

In addition, Sweet was a frequent contributor 10
Loudon’s Jowernal of Nutural History and his Gardeners
Magazine, though he later fell our with Loudon, whom
he accused of publishing in the magazine substantial
oxtracts rom his Botanica! Cudtivator, on the cultivation
of amaryllia.

In February 1824, while still working a the Cobvill
Nursery, Sweel was charged at the Old Railey with having
received seven rare exotic plants, valued at £7, knowing
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them 1o have heen stolen from the Royal Gardens al Kew.
The case achieved some nororiery, and was described in
a contemporary pamphlet entiled The trial of Kohert
Sweet al the Old Badey before Mr Justice Dest upon «
charge of receiving seven rare exotic plants, valued at £7,
Enowing them to bave been stolen from ihe Rq)wd Garden
at Kew. Sweel was acquilted.

Sweet was charged at the Old Bailcy with
having received seven rare exotic plants
valued at £7.

Irom 1826, Sweet concenrrated on writing and publish
ing. More of a hoeticulturalist than a botanist, be did much
W poupularise plants through his artractive and well
illustrated books. In his career as an author and publisher,
he reflected one of the major trends of his time: the
publication of journals and hooks (often issued in parts)
on horticulture and gardening

The pioneer in this feld was William Curtis, whose
Botanical Magazine first appeared in 1757, Curtis saw this
as being published for the "use of such ladies, gentlemen
and gardeners as wish to become scientifically acquainted
with the plants they cultivate,” 1t was, he said, suggested
by the patrons of his London Botanic Garden in Tambeth
Marsh. Tn the initial years sales were pood  around 3000
for the first volunes — though they declined in kater years
because of increasing competition, his success having
inspired others W enter the Geld. The development of such
journals was a reflection of the growing popularity of
horticulture as a hobby for the upper and middle classes
in England in the kate cighteenth cenrury, a factor which
played a part in Banks’ interest in the Australian Qo

The founding of the Horticulmeal Sociery, at a meeting
of seven men in Hawchard's Bookshiop in Piccadilly in 1804,
was further evidence of this growing interest among the
well educared in scientific horticullure. A few years later,
in 1807, the Transactions of the Horticultural Socicety of
London were published, and this was [ollowed by the
Fotanical Regisier; Consisting of Colowred Figeres of Exotic
Flanis, Cultivated in British Gardens, with Their History
and Mode of Treatment (1815), and British Flower Garden;
Containing Colowred Figures and Cuyious Herdy Flower
iy Planes (1823).

Such competition proved diflicult for Curlis’s Uovarical
Magazine and, indeed. [or Sweet’s own magazine, which
afrer his death was merged with the Botanical Register
in the hope that this would “render Botanical Kegister the
cheapese, as it is the most beauriful, of the botanical
petiodicals, and eventually constitute it the completest and
maost authentic illustrared catalogue of planits in the whole
world™. Sadly, this was not 0 be the case, as it ceased
publication in 1847.

Meanwhile, trom 1826 Sweer dirccred his efforrs almast
entirely to publishing and writing, although he coutinued
1o cultvate plants in the garden of his house ar Parson’s
Green, Fulham, where he had room {or only a limited
selecrion, and later, after mowving house in 1830, in his
larger garden a Chelsea, where he grew for sale rare and

choice plants thar were difficult 10 obtain in Eogland at
that rime.

His fHortus Britannicus was published in 1526, [ollowed
by Flora Australiasice, which fitsst appeared in June 1827
and continued in its monthly parts until July 1828,
Fourteen pans were published, cach containing three
pages of leterpress and four finely produced colour plates.

The title page of the work is extraordinary for is length
and is worth quoting in full. It reads: Flora Australtasica;
o, selection of bandsome, or curiows plants, natives of
New Holland and the Sowth Sea Islands: containing
Colonored Vigrres and Description of some of the choicest
Species mast proper for the conservaiory or greenbouse,
and many of which will enduwre the cold of owr climare,
in e open air; with very little protection;: with magnificd
dissections of their most essewdial parts, their names,
descrigiions and  full account of the bhest method of
cultivation and propagation. The greatest part are
handsome coergreen shrubs, and many produce suwect
scented fiowers: and as they are generally of free growih,
and casily maneged, they may be considered as the mast
desirable plants for cultivation. In one volume

Ar first glance it seems remarkable that Sweet should
have been able w illustrate such an exrensive range of
Australian plants growing in English gadens by 1827, bul
by that time a vast range of plant specimens had been
collected in Australia and heought back 1o England. While
William Dampier had colleaed some specimens, Sir
Juseph Banks was the first ro do this systematically 1e
made daly onc trip 10 Australia, as a member of Cook's
first voyage, but his influence was 1o cxtend far bevond
this, as he dirccted and advised on the colleaing of
material by other botanists until his dearh in June 1520

AL first glance it seems remarkable that
Sweet should have been able (o
illustrate such an extensive range of
Australian plants growing in English
gardens by 1827.

Two major Lctors influenced the study of the Australian
flora ar this time. First, botanical arrists played a crucial
wole, since many plants were likely 1w die on the long
voyage to England and cven pressed material was subject
w the ravages of mould and insects. The effects of high
remperarures, high humidity and the ever-present danger
of seu voyages were further problems. For these reasons,
Australian flora was extensively illustrued by visiting artists,
including such grear illusteators as Parkinson and Bauer
Second — and more important from the point of Sweer’s
work since it was in most cases impractical 0 relum
living plants w0 England, greater effort was pur inro
collecring, seeds, which could be transported back 10
Lurope without deterioration 1o be culrivared by
NUMSCIymer.

On 13 July 1788 Governor Arthur Phillip sent some seeds
collected in the new colony o Banks, and some of these
found their way w0 a nurseryman namexd Lee ar the Lee
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and Kennedy Nursery at Hammersmith, who as a resule
was able W inwoduce Danksia oblongifolia, 8. serraia,
Fabricia ldevigata, Lambertia formosa and Melalenca
armillaris W English gardeness tat same year Such was
nurservmen’s enrhusiasm tor the Australian flora thar when
potted plants died on the sea journey home the soil in
which they had grown was cultivated in the hope that a
few seeds might be buried and be able to he germinared.
Banks would have received more seeds for his own use
had nor an illicit trade grown up by which seed was sold
w people retuming on the convict ships tor resale 1o
nurservimen of Britain.

Such was nurserymen’s enthusiasm for
Australian flora that when potted plants
dicd on the sca journey home the soil in
which they had grown was cultivated in

the hope that a few sceds might lie
huried and be able to be germinated.

The Lee and Kennedy Nursery provided Sweet with
many of his specimens and was a major foree in the early
cultivation of Australian plants in England. It was founded
abour 1745 at The Vineyard, Hammersmith, where
Burgundy wines had been produced well into the
seventeenth century. James Lee’s son, James, and danghrer,
Ann, joined the business, and it was so successful that Jolm
Loudon considered it 10 be “unquestionably the firse
nmursery in Britain, or rather in the world™. Many of Banks'
seeds reached the Lee and Kennedy Nursery, where they
were propagated, and in 1790 Grevillia buxifolia, . sericen
and Crowea armillaris were added 1o its catalogue. More
important, the Tees decided w send out their own
collectord, David Burton, who travelled 10 Australia in 1790
on the storeship Gorgon.

It is possible that Burton was the grandson of the
uriginal James Lee, James® elder daughter, Susannah, having
nuricd a Mr Burton, but this is net known for certain.
Tiained as a gardener and survevor, Burron avelled o
Anstralia to rake up the position of Superintendent of
Convicts at Pamamiatta, There seems to have been some
confusion abowt the term of his employment, for although
he was o collect for Kew, Buanks informed him thar this
waus never the intention bur that he was willing 10 employ
Burton to collect tor him and him alone at a salary of
£20 2 year

The many Australian plants added 10 Lee and Kennedy's
catalogoes from 1791 1w 1793 suggest thar Burron remmed
Lurge quantities of sced to his family aursery. Sadly, alter
only six months in Australia, he died in a shooting accident
on the bunks of the River Nepean. A conrempaoeany account
describes the evenr vividly:

Mr Burton, in order 1o have a better view of them ducks,

Lot upon the stump of 2 ree, and, resting his hand upon

the muzele of his piece, raised himself by its assistance

as high as he was able. By the same motion of this
unfortunane younyg man the piece went off, and the

contents, entering ar his wrist, forced their way up

between the rtwo hanes of his right ann...

He died six days later

The Gordon, which had carried Buton o Australia,
renened 0 England bearing the usual range of plant
material, sixty tubs of live plants containing 221 mature
plants as well as seeds. Having already flowered, the plants
were in good condition, bur they were unlikely 10 remain
s0 on the long sea voyage. Plants were carried in boxes
about 1.25 metes long by half a merre wide and half a
metre deep, with rope handles a the sides, which when
half filled with soil could be caried by two men. As usual,
these plants were destined for Sir Joseph Banks — on this
occasion as a gift from Governor Phillip.

Buiton was [ollowed by other collectors, including
George Caley, but it was Robent Brown who achieved
perhaps the most drantic success in the carly years of
the nineteenth cenmiry. Banks chose Brown o travel on
the Divestigator under Caplain Matthew Flinders. Berween
late 1801 and 1805, when Brown remiened to England, he
had collecred 3900 species of Australian plants, and by
1810, when he published his Prodromus Flovae Novee
Hollandiae, he was able 1o identily 4200 plant species from
Anseralia.

While much of this material was in the formn of preserved
specimens, it is apparent that by 1826 there was an
extensive range of of Australian fora being cultivated in
Britain for Sweat o select from. Several nurseries and
major gardens had representative collections of Australian
plants, and Sweet drew on these for his specimens. Netable
among them was the Macleay Nursery at Clapton, which
had added 1w its collection about sixty new species of the
Protcaceac, which were among plants collected by William
Baxter along the south coast including Wilson's Promon-
tory and King George's Sound. Baxter's success is revealed
by the fact that the nurseryman Joseph Knight paid £1300
for a collection of his seeds, including Epacris compressa,
Pimelia byperica and Sollya fusiformis. Sweet’s old
employers Whitley, Brummes and Milne were also very
helpful to him, supplying plants grown from seeds
obtained from Charles Iraser the st Superintendent of
the Sydney Botanic Gardens. Fraser was appointed 1o this
position in 1816 or 1818, and became Colonial Botanist
on 1 Januwary 1820 Other sources of Sweet’s marerial were
the private garden of Robent Barclay of Bury Hill and, of
course, the Royal Gardens at Kew, where Allan Cunning-
ham’s collections were of particular significance.

Sweel's fora Australiasica appears (0 have been his last
major work. He had thonghr of publishing a journal, Hritish
Loveerry: bul this got no further than an amouncement ac
companicd by a few specimen pages and some
illustrations.

In June 1831 Sweel sullered an attack of brain fover,
ronn which he never fully recovered. With his unbounding
cnergy he was soon at work again, but he succumbed to
a subsequent attack and died on 20 January 1835, at the
age of fitry-rwo. He lefr a widow but no children and is
commemurated in the genus Sweetia.

Sl Pairick




BOOK REVIEWS

The name of Ldoa Walling is asso
ciated with many gardens in Victoria
and southern New South Wales since
the carly 19205 when she left Bumley
Homiculrural College and set oft on her
brilliat career A few years afler her
dearh in 1973, the Women'’s Commirtee
of the National ‘Trust of Australia
(Victoria) wok up the initiative with
their first edition of 1981 of The
Gardens of Ldna Walling by Peter
Warrs. Her legend lives on with teo
new books 10 hand, both published in
1988, ahour this remarkable woman
and her ideas for the landscape and
architecure of Australian gardens. Ith
books are recommended for gardeners
today, for these ideas are by 1o means
our of darc.

§ GARDENS B>
CINTIME
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Edna Walling
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Gardens in Time — In the Foot-
steps of Edna Walling by ‘liisha
Dixon & Jennie Churchill (Angns &
Robertson $39.95 ). The two authors set
vutl tom their homes in southern NSW
with enthusiasm o photograph, in
colour, as many Walling gardens as
possible; seeking 0 learn the com-
ments of present owners, the memo
ries of past owners and, of course, the
writing of the designer hersell OfF
interest are the illustrations of original
Walling, plans, held in the La liobe
collection at the Srare Library of
Victoria. The pholographs make very
preaty picrures with close shots of paths
and steps, sundials and ponds, tree
runks and plants — some just [rag
ments of sub divided gardens — and
the now tamous walls inspired from
her native Yorkshire,

However one gets littde or no idea
of scale. A birds eye view plan of the
gardens today with the changing necds

of the occupants — and thae includes
the uees 1o compare with Walling’s
plans could be fascinating and would
really demonstrate how time has deals
with these gardens.

JALLING J
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The Garden Magic of Edna Wall-
ing cdired by Manmarel Barell (Anne
O'Donovan throngh Penguin $39.95).

This book is a collection of same 100
black & white photographs wken by
Edna Walling of gardens thar she
designed with a text of her writings
interspersed with her dircct words of
advice 1o anxious gardeners. | do not
feel that Edna Walling would have
carcd for the additional colour photo
praphy of some of her gardens today
remembering tha she preferred “more
greenery than colour” and they seem
unnecessary and our of place. Perhaps
the publishers insisted on some colour
photography — finding they can sell
“more colour than greenery™

‘The loss of caprions, through fading
of the negatives, or dates, if there were
any, do nor matter to her lovely
photographs of natural gardens —
romantic and timeless.

OFf grean interest are her photographs
of the couages that she designed ar
Bickleigh Vale with their simple inte
riors and gadens.

Ar a trime when one of our worst
impuoits, the dark Californian hungalow
swept through our suburbs, Fdna
Walling did her best to introduce
through Ler magazine articles, practical
ideas for good cottage architecture.

Ceerofinee Simpson

TOUR REPORT

Barossa, Southern Vales
Garden and Winery Tour,
South Australia

The first national wur of the AGLS
was held in April this year Tt was an
cnjovable rour where | am sure new
[riends were made, and a greater
insight gained into historic gardens
and their management problems. Un
fortunately South Australia was suffer-
ing from a dry spell and this was
evident in many of the gardens. The
tollowing gardens were visited
Mertinselle, Lindsay Park, Collingrove,
Old Anlaby, Anembo, Beecbwood
Garden, Gambles Cottage, and Adelaide
Botanic Garden as well as Hans
Heysens Howuse. Highlights of the
wineries were Ydumba, Seppelisield
and Hardy’s Reynella Winery wirh their
beautifully preserved buildings and
delightful garden surroundings. Other
smaller wineries were also visired.

The gardens ranged from the large
ones al Martinselle and Old Anlaby to
smaller cortage gardens ar Anembo and
Grmnlile’s Cotlage.

Russ Roses proved ro be an excellent
supplier of roses with an extensive
display and many in our gronp could
not resist the emptation o place
orders,

Adelaide’s parks and the Botanic
Garden with its magnificent trees were
a fitting conclusion 10 an exhilarating
five days

Robin Lewarne

Coming Tours

BITBS AND BLOSSOM TOUR, VIC
TORLY'S WESTERN DISTRICL

This towr will rake place in Sep
tember 1989, See Calendar of Lvents.

BRISBANE TO SYDNEY TOLR.
See Ocober Calendar of Events,




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

1h make a booking for any of the
evends listed in this Calendar fill ot
one of the Activity Booking Forms
included in this journal and forward
1t with yowr remittance to the address
ireclicaled

JUILY 1989
Sunday 2

Tasmanian Branch — DONNA
SOMERVILLE will lecniee on The Aus
trecdieant Herbaceous Border Ms. Some
rville has worked for the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Melboume and the
perennial border she wok some two
years 1o develop there is a masterpiece,
The lecture will be held at the Bowds
Club in Campbell ‘Town at 1.OUpm,
Tickets are $7 (members) or §8 (non-
members). Afternoon rea included.
Enquiries and bookings 1w Branch
Secretary.
Saturday 8

Queensland Branch Quting 10
North Coast, Buderimm and Maleny
Gardens. Enquirics to Branch Sccretary.
Saturday 15 and Sunday 16

ACT Branch — MID) WINTER SEMIN-
AR Recording and Restoring Gardens.
Saturday afternoon lectures at the
Canbena College of Advanced Fduca-
tion will be followed by a dinner and
a Sunday morning visit t0 The Lixige
{‘The Pritne Minister's Residence ). Cost:
Members $30.00. Non-Members $33.00
{which includes afternoon tea and
dinner). For more information contact
the Branch Chairman, Mr Richard
Rarcliffe on (062) 86 1159 or send a
completed booking slip with payment
10 the Branch Secretary.

AUGUST 1989
Sunday 6

Victorian Branch — ROSE PRUNING,
Bleak House, Malmsbury. Expert prun-
ers will demonstrate echniques on
roses of varyving habits and Jenny
Phillips will give a talk on boumnical
illmsrrarions. Event begins at L30pm,
tickets cost $9, limited numbers, con
tact Di Renou for more information on
(03) 417 3734.
Sunday 6

Southern NSW Branch BRANCH
ANNIIAL. GENFRAL MEETING to bhe
held in the Library of Oxley College,
Burradoo. Guest Speaker will be Mr
Michael Bligh, a landscape Architect
who specialises in cold climate country
gardens. His illustrated talk will con-

sider the basic principles of good
garden design inchiding the property
entrance, paddock planting, the pak
land as well as the garden. Tea and
coffee served from 530, fommal pro
ceedings to commence at 6.00pm
sharp. For further information please
contact Mr Michael Bligh on (048)
21 BAG2.
Tucsday 8

ACT Branch SLIDE PRESENTA
TION/TAIK — Garden History Society
Conference Visits presented by Richard
Ratcliffe. This event will commence at
7.30pm at the Horricnlral School,
Western TAE, Canberra, Cost: FREE.
Tea/cottee by donation.
Thursday 10

Queensland Branch — BRANCII
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  at the
Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens com
menging at 7.30pm.
Sunday 20

Tasmanian Branch — DBRANCIH AN-
NUAL GENERAL MEETING. This will be
held ar Longford and John Gray, well
known [or his knowledge of plants, will
be speaking.

Tuesday 29

Victorian Branch Protessor Rexd
Home will lecture at the Herbarium in
Sourrh Yarra abour the correspondence
of Ferdinand von Mueller Held jointly
with the Friends of the Roval Botanic
Gardens, this evenl costs $3 for
members and #4 for non-members and
will begin promptly at 8.00pm For
more  information  contacr  the
“Fricnds™ on (03) 650 6398, Bookings
o the Branch Secretary:

- Ferdinand
- o Mueller

AUGUST

West Australian Branch
ANNUAL GENERAL. MEETING with a
guest speaker. Details w0 be advised.
Further infarmarion from Branch
Sccrelary.

LBRANCH

SEPTEMBER 1989
 THE BITIRBS ANI) BLOSSOMS TOUR
This tour will ake members 10 some
unique private gardens in the Western
District of Victoria. For more desails
and registration forms please see the
enclosed Tour Brochure.

Friday 1

Southern NSW Branch — SLIDE
PRESENTSIION and TAIK by Mrs Berry
Hoskins about the history and devel
opment of three historic Southern
Highlands gardens including “Card
rona”, owned by Sir Cecil and Lady
Hoskins, “Wensley Dale” owned by
Don and Berty Hoskins and “lnvergow
rie”, previously owned by Sir Cecil and
Lady Hoskins. This event will wke
place at Mt Broughran Country Resort
in Moss Vale comunencing at 8.00pm.
Tickets will he $3.00 for Members or
$10.00 for Non Members (including
light refreshments afterwards). If you
wish o enjoy a delicious dinner
beforchand, we recomend that you
book a table in the charming Baronial
Hall at Mt Broughton For more infor
mation contact Mrs Kelly Wright on
(048) 611 732, Bookings W Branch
Secrerary.
Saturday 2

ACT Branch — DBRANCII ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING 1o be held at
the Australian National Bolanic
Gardens, guest speaker ro he con-
firmed. Cost: $12.00 (includes after
noon tea). RBookings 1o Branch
Secretary.
Saturday 10

Tasmanian Banch  Trip ro MOREL-
TA BUIB FARM at Bruny. This should
be a very interesting onring with
excellent opportunities 0 purchase
unusual bulbs. Enquiries o Branch
Secretary.
Saturday 16 to Sunday October 15

ACT Branchi — FLORIADE the Can-
berra Spring Festival conrred ar Com
monwcalth Park, Canberra (includes
floral and horticultural displays, music,
catertainment, garden visils, etc) Lor
further information conract Agnes
Martin ar the ACT Parks and Conserva
Lion Service on (062) 46 2085.
Saturday 30 to Monday October 2

ACT Branch — LONG WELKEND AT
HARTWOOD STATTON. This is ro be a
WORKING BEE so there is no cost but
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BRANCHES

members are requested 10 BYO every
thing. For further information please
contact Mr Jim Webb on (069) 21 1935.
Sure ro he grear fun!

OCTOBER 1989
Friday 27 to Monday 30

THE AGHS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
AND NAITONAL ANNLAL GENERAL
MEETING. This year the Conference
will be based in Toowoomba, Quecens-
landd. For more information please see
the enclosed Conference Brochure
with attached Booking Form.

Monday 30 to Saturday
November 4

BRISBANE TO SYDNEY TOUR. A
special bus tour will be offered w0
Conference Delegares wishing to ox-
plore a variety of interesting public and
private gardens herween Brisbane and
Svdney. Details of this wour will be
enclased in the next issue of this
Journal. If you think yon will parrici-
pare and require infonuation soone
please ring Head Office (048) 87 1310
or simply complete a booking slip with
vour personal deails and request that
information about this wur be sent ©
YOu as s00n 4s it is available.

Dates 10 be advised:

West Australian Branch — One day
visit 1o gardens in the country town of
York.

Sydney Branch — Macquaric Strect
day with visits 10 the Parliament House
roof garden, Government House, Bo-
Lnic Garden and a look at the acw
landscape development in Syduey's
premier street. Enquirics 1o Robin
Lewame on (02) 953 1916

NOVEMBER 1989
Thursday 9
Queensland Branch BRANCH
MEETING at the Mt Coot U Botanic
Gardens. Enquiries 1o Beanch Sccretary.
Sunday 12
Tasmanian Branch — PLANT FAIR ar
“EISMERE™. This is a fund raising event
for the Society which proved o be
grear fun and remendously successful
when held List year for the fisst time.
Members donate their unusual plants,
cuttings and other produce which are
then sold ar rhe fair. Enquiries 1o
Branch Secretary.
Sunday 12
ACL Branch — LANYON SPRING FAIR

— AGHS Annual Plant Fair kcated al
lanyon Historic Homestead ncar Can
berra. Always a lovely day. Enquiries Lo
Branch Secretary.
Sunday 26

ACT Branch — Garden visits to
NIMMIEIAREL AND COOMA. The cost
will be approximaely $15 and will
include lunch. For more informarion
contact Sue Jardine (064) 54 6210,

DECEMBER 1989
Thursday 7

Victorian Branch — CHRISTMAS
PARTY ar rhe Fairficld Boathouse,
Saturday 9

Queensland Brunch — CHRISTMAS
OUTING AND PICNIC, Venue w be
advised.

Advuthingbookinyand

il Richards
Richards Communications Pry Izd
270 Pacific Highway
CROWS NEST NSW 2065
Phone (02) 437 5373
Fax: (02) 437 5770

National Committee

Under Rule 13(3) the following
members of the National Commillee,
having served for a continnous period
of three years, retire at the Annual
General Meering 1989, bur may scck re-
election:

Mr . Parrick
Mr R Raucliffe

Nominations to the National Commit-
tee must be made in writing, signed
by two members of the Sodety and
accompanied by the wrirten consenr of
the candidate (wlhiich way be endorsed
on the torm of nomination), and must
reach the Sedretary not less than 21
days before the date fixed for the
Annual General Meeting, that is before
&th October, 1989, A brief resume of
no more than 100 words should accom-
pany each nomination.

CAN YOu HELP?

The AGLIS has need of the following
cquipment. If you think you can helps
please contact the execurive officer.

Dictaphone
‘lape Recorder
Answering Machine

ACT/MONARO/RIVERINA JIRANCH

Unless atherwise specified, for all infooma-
tom please congact the Branch Soactuy:

Ms Astrich Upitis

3 Baisies Place

Lynehan MCT 2602

Fh: (162) 47 0665
QUEENSLAND BRANCHS

Fur all mfommation please contact the Branch
Secrerany:

Mr L. Porkines

B Creswick Srrees

Clayfield QId 40m

Ph: (07) 262 2193 wh.
SOUTTE AUSTRALIA HRANCH

Unless atherwise specificd, (oo all fnforns
tion please cing Mr Trewor Nettle om (06) 539
4210 wh. or address correspondence 1o:

The Secresary,

AGIIS  SA DRANCH

“Walruat 16

S Walker Srrecs

Stitling S 5152
NOHITFERN NEW SMMTTH WALES
HEANCH

Unless vtharwise specified, lor all mfonna
non please ring, Mes Leanne 1imbs on (IM3)
H71 310 or address comespondonce 1o

The Seactary

AGIIS  SOUTHERN NSW IIRANCIH

EO. Box 972

Bowral NSW 2576
SYDNEY AND
NORNTHERN NSW RRANCH

For inloemation ploase cuntact:

Mrs Koban Lewvarne

G0a shell Cone Road

Neuwual Bay NSW 2069

Ph. {02) 953 1916
TASMANIAN BHANCH

For  information
Cladmperson.

Mms Barie Naelson

“Pigeon Hill”

[SD 469

HUIRNIE Bs 7520

Fli: (004) 33 0077

or the: Secretary:

Mrs Jenny Prevest

PO, Box 29

PERTII TAS 7300

Ph: ((03) 98 G252

please contaet  the

VICTORIAN BRANCH
For mformanon please conracr:
Francine Gilfeddes
Beanch Seactey
310 Wartlerres Boad
East Malvern Vie 3145
[ (03) 266 3137
WIENT AUNTRALIAN BRANCH
For information please contact.
M. Anme Willox
Drarch Secretary
PO Hox 814
West Porth WA 6005
Ph. (09) 3491 1675
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STATE NEWS

NEw SOUTH WALES
New Sydney Branch

A Dranch is being formed 1o cover
the Sydney Region where we have
many members. A full programme of
activities is being planned. If you
would like 10 help get this branch
going the convenor, Mrs Robin le
waine, would like to hear from you
(see Contacts).

Two Conservation Issues

The AGHS prepared a submission
objecting 1o the impact on the Sydney
Botanic Gardens of the proposed hotel
development in Woolloomooloo Bay.
The Society has also Deen active in
pressing the Government to provide for
the adequate conservarion and main-
tenance of the garden al Yaralla, Con
cord. Several years ago the AGLIS
prepared  conservation guidelines for
this impormant Fdwardian garden and
estate.

Central Coast Visit

The visit Lo four sub wopical gardens
on the Cenrral Coast (Gosford/ Terrigal
area) in March 1989 was the first
activity of the newly fonmed Sydney
Committee. We enjoyed rthe relatively
new Palmdale Memuvrial Gerden (a1
Qurimbah)with irs fine collection of
sub-tropical and warm temperate
plants. The undulating terrain has been
cleverly landscaped 10 fulfil the pur-
pose of this lawn cemetery/garden
crematorium 10 achieve a delighrful
arca of space and tranguillity.

Lunch was at Scuptire Park 88 ar
Green Point which has been lands
caped so thar each picce of sculpture
has its individual setling vet the 8 acre
park has 2 unity of its own.

In the afternoon we visited an AGHS
member’s garden ar Killamey Vale on
the shores of Tugeerah lakes. Askania
Rainforest Park was our kst stop. ‘This
isolated narrow valley allows the
public 1© see, hear, enjoy, and expe-
ricnce the beauty of a lirle disturbed
rainforest with its wonder ful trees, nsh
palms, and fems.

Robin Lewarne

TASMANIA

In February garden visits to Connor-
ville and Ravensworth were well ar-
tended and perfect weather

contributed 10 a memorable day’s
outing. Features at Connerville in
cluded the very successful weated pine
and mesh climbing frame massed with
sweel peas and moming glory, whiice
ar Ravensworth members were pantic
ularly impressed by the subdued
colour armangemepts of plants and
shrubs. In April abour 60 members
enjoyed a guided visit 1w the Royal
Tasmanian Botanical Gardens and
Guvernment House. Mr ‘Tony May,
Rotanical Gardens Superintendent,
provided a most inleresting commen-
tary interspersed with colourtul
anecdotes.

Connerville

VICTORIA

The Victorian Branch of the AGHS
has had a busy-and interesting six
months. We lave been involved in
many issucs of concern o gardeners,
being represented on advisory com-
mittecs and raking an active gt in
planning programmes. Our functions
sub committee has been very active
and offered us some enjovable and
stimulating oulings

Outings and Lectures

In Febnuary and Mach we had two
functions associared with Carl Bogue
Inffman who was principal of the
Bumley Horticnlural College in the
carly years of this century and was a
noted garden designer. Lle was an
Luglishman of very definite views
whose carcer was full of contraversy.
The hirst function was a visit o the
Metropiditan Golf Club where Lottman
had designed some of the planting and
lavout around the Club House. John
Parrick and John Hawker took us on a
guided walk among the magnificent
trecs, and this was [ollowed by dinner
and a talk on Bogue [nftman’s life and
work.

In March we visited gardens in the
Shepparton district including Noardim,
Karlsriehe and Killamoune. The Last of
these dates from about 1870, though
in 1907 Inffman removed s formal

garden creating a 2% acre ‘natoral’
garden. The new owners are restoring
this imponant gaden. Noardim is also
being restored by its new owners and
we were filled with admirarion tor the
encrgy of hoth families. In late April
we visited grdens on the Momington
Peninsula  including the Lide Golf
Cowrse near Frankston where Grace
Fraser talked about its landscaping. We
wenl on 10 Wester fleld { built by Russell
Grimwade in 1924), Costerton, Sages
Covtage, Cruden Farm, Heronswood,
Shipway Lodge and Sorvento Park.

‘The weekend was made a success by
the generosity of the garden owners,
who provided us with written histories
of their gardens, old photographs and
fascinaring talks. We thank them all for
their time and allowing us W share

their gardens.

WEST AUSTRALIA

The Wesr Anstralian group is growing
rapidly. Inn Lebruary it began the year’s
activities wirh an illustrated walk on the
1988 Annual Conference in Melbourne.
This inaugural evenl was followed, in
April, by a visit to the private garden
Wirra Willa in Armadale, an onrer Perth
suburh. In June local members enjoved
hearing John Viska speak about his
rescarch on Wellington Nursery, a 19th
Century West Australian nursery.

‘The Australian (anden History Sociely was
formed in 1980 to bringg 10gcther those
with an mterest in the various aspects of
widen hustory  honticuliere, landscape
design, achiteciure and related subjects.
15 prime concern is 10 promote interes!
and nescarch into historic gardens as a
major companent of the National T, It
aims 1o look at ganlen making 10 its widk
historic, literary, artistic and scieaufic
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