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            'Punarima’, the Lysaght homestead at Mokoia, 
                                     South Taranaki. 



        Botanic Gardens staff late-1930s, Rhododendron dell.  
                             Mary on right, third from back. 



                                                      Studying in the wood museum. 

Botanic Gardens staff mid-1930s.  



Evening Star, 18/8/1945 

Evening Star, 22/5/1940 



 

“It is indeed a great pity that 
New Zealand, as a community, 
should be so lamentably 
lacking in civic pride and the 
appreciation of beauty.” p. 14 
 

 

 

“Of all the sources of damage, 
the public may often be 
considered responsible for the 
greatest proportion…” p. 14 
 

Mary Lysaght, Flower Bedding Schemes, 
Journal of the RNZIH, 1947. 



 
 
 
 
Top left: Brenda Colvin  
Top right: Dame Sylvia Crowe  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lower left: Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe   
Lower right: Sir Peter Shepheard 



Brynmawr Rubber Factory, Gwent,  
Wales, 1951.  



London Festival, Southbank  landscape 1951. 



Peter Youngman’s Westmoreland rock formation (top)  
    and Moat Garden (bottom), London Festival, 1951. 



To whom it may concern  
 

…[Miss Lysaght] “has spent a year at this college, principally in 
the School of Architecture but also in the School of Textiles and 
the School of Graphic Design. Her studies have included an 
appreciation of architecture in particular relation to her 
profession, the use of plant and flower forms in the design of 
textiles, and calligraphy. 
 
She spent a week at the country house of the Le Play Institute 
of Sociology, Ledbury, Hertfordshire, doing a special course 
arranged by that Institute, including the study of gardens in 
English Country Houses.”  
 
                          Peter Youngman, 5th Dec. 1950. MA FILA AMTPI.  



First International Conference on 
Landscape Architecture, London 
1948. 



   Second International Conference on Landscape Architecture,   
                                               Madrid 1950. 



 
“I’m specially interested in designing public and semi-public 
parks and gardens, …Large gardens,…Large spaces such as 
parks, institutional gardens, show grounds and hospitals 
offer more scope for imaginative planning with a long-term 
result in view.  
 

Once you’re planning, say a hospital, providing for the 
various needs of patients and staff, the institution goes on 
being a hospital, and you know your planning will be useful 
– unlike some private homes where the owners leave for 
various reasons soon after they have begun work on the 
planned garden.” 
 

                                                                       Mary Lysaght, 1953.  
 



“Because she insists on viewing a landscape from 
the point of view of function as well as that of 
design, Miss Lysaght’s bookshelf have sociology 
texts as well as gardening manuals…”.                                               
                                                            Interview 1953. 



“A great deal in landscape architecture depends on suitability,  
         it is not merely a question of gardening any more than         
               architecture is one of sinks and fitted furniture.” 

Mary Lysaght, 1950.  



Examples of Mary’s New Zealand projects and papers  
 

Landscapes 
• Dr William B. Sutch garden Brooklyn, Wellington 1952-1955 
• Contributor to second prize entry for Wanganui War Memorial Hall, 1956 
• Sir R. Kennedy, Waikanae 
• Lady Patricia Harris, Waikanae 
• Dennis McGrath, Homewood Avenue, Karori 
• D. George Porter, Simla Crescent, Kandallah 
• Gardens in Havelock North, Hastings, Marton and Kohimarama 
 

 

Papers and Talks 
• Some applications of landscape architecture in New Zealand related to 

developments overseas. An illustrated paper read at the NZ Branch of  
     the Town Planning Institute, 1952  
 

• Need for Harmony when Planning Gardens. Talk to the Hutt Valley & 
Petone District Council of RNZIH, undated 

 



New Zealanders influential in Mary’s career 
 

• Sir Basil Ward, architect 
 

• Noeline Baker, suffragist, gardener, peace educator 

      & wartime women's labour administrator 

 
 
 

 
 

Situating Mary within the wider context of the New  
Zealand modernist planning, architecture and the  
arts community 
 

• John Cox, lawyer, town planner, administrator 

• George Porter, architect 
 

• Nancy Northcross, leading New Zealand town planner. 
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