THREE ‘S’s:
SINGAPORE, SYDNEY SPAIN

A d \ 1'71

- CARNIVOROUS
N g =/ PLANT DISPLAY &
(Tud ONLY AT THE CALYX

Keeping Botanic Gardens relevant
in today’s world

Stuart Read



Old: RBG Madrid (L, 1774); Sydney (1816)
Valencia (1820s); Singapore (R, 1859)




* Soll (1985): science focus
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Tourist attractions: La Orotava, Teneriffe (1788)
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Relevant to changing population, tourists?
Jardin de Canarlo Gran Canary |s. (1952)




Relevant to smaller-
garden owners? |
RBG Cranbourne, Vic. B8
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& Apartment

gardeners?

RBG
Cranbourne

Vic.
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More visitor needs: Sydney
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Around 5 million people
visited RBG Sydney in 2016,
an increase of c30% (OEH CEO).
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Conservation issues: RBG Sydney (1816)
Aging, dying trees — Public understanding , renewal

Renewing th

e Dom Sl
great treescapesam ;

Honouring the heritage — an artist’s impr S50 of the

Many old trees in the Domain, especally some of the f
end of their lives and are increasingly becoming a risk 1
19th Century avenue that was once here has become de




b o

[ ¢i O -

Conflicts: moving Sydney’s bats, tree deaths, palm grove renewal
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Fashion: celebrity makeovers: Jamie Durie re-jig,
Sydney succulent garden — short-term projects / trends
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Reimagined
reinstatements -
Guilfoyle’s volcano

(1880s) RBG
Melbourne

(garden 1846)

‘lava flow’
plantings
water-harvesting
& reuse




Re-done
Adelaide BG
waterlily house

S

’J




Glass re-done —
out with 1988

Sydney Tropical “
Plants Centre

never great for
plants?

Is The Calyx =
better?
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Re-done: Sydney’s lawn squares & ground covers -
smart adaptation of a popular feature — lessons for today




Collections as story-telling: Evolution
garden, Mount Annan BG
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Adelaide BG’'s
Succulent

collection is

expanding (smart
with <600mm rain
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Is public education or

Interpretation provided?
Jardin Canario, Grand Canary Is.




Cultivated

biodiversity: crops...
Madrid: grapes
Valencia: citrus




New audiences:
Sydney’s Herb garden
1993 smart outreach

More interest in food...



HSBS Oriental Garden,

1997+ collections from
the wild. Site has Asian
associations from 1917



Attracting new

audiences...
Singapore




New audiences: Mt. Annan Bot.Gdn. (1988),
Sydney - dry-stone wall workshops
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g -\ Sydney s Cadi Jam Ora
28 garden 1996+ focus on
' Aboriginal history



Audiences? Signs with
attltude 2015, Sydney BG
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GOING G aga FOR FE

u discovered a ‘ern. what _
=t Wilal WOUld you name it?

f sinle .«‘; a3 114
ddish scales on the leaves m ght inspire you to
call it Pyrrosia trc - the Greek word ‘Pyros’ meaning
ime-coloured, () ;

pernaps you'd prefer to honour
person ... maybe ascientist or a celebrity?
Pop star Lady Gaga has 19 ferns species named

:r her. One, Gaga monstraparva (monster-little),
is named for her fans — the ‘little monsters’. The
Gaga ferns were discovered because scientists have
been using DNA to reorganise the fern family tree
Sometimes individual species or even whole groups,
like the Gaga ferns, need to be reclassified. The new
namina rights go to the scientist who untangles that
branch of the family tree



changed use

1870

Sydney’s Palm house,

Art
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Art: 1999 Folly for Mrs Macquarie (Fiona Hall) wit, history...
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Patronage: Sydney’s micro-bat home or = high art?

Urge to FILL up spaces — pleasure park or botanic garden?



& Play: little locals LOVE it: an active recreation magnet!
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Collection strengths and priorities: rarities &

conservation issues? Jardin Canario, Canary ls.
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Rare &
Endangered
species: Soller BG,
Mallorca




Sydney's Rare &
endangered garden,
1996-8 conservation

/education themes



Conservation —
NZ native plants
Christchurch BG

— ‘naturalising’
the Avon River’s

banks...




Facilities to help visitors ‘see’ & engage
in research / botany: Singapore

v ik




Sharing new finds / e L
introductions: e QALY

Ken Hill & Wollemi pine, & A% e\ |
Sydney, 1998 e g ”



Vital fields of
encounter
Singapore




Meetmg places saence & play Singapore




Roles in daily lives: |
recreation, education,
community plots,

meeting up... ' v e e
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Valencia’s BG (R)

, P v & Parc Marxellanes
: G s, o oiee o New wetland resource

to teach history and
ecology — and relax
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Children’s gardens, multilingualism: Singapore

HEAD, NECK EAR, NOSE AND THROAT

Areca catechu
Betel nut, pinang

PALMAE

ve f naste 15 used
Native to Malaysia. The lea! paste is use
relleve fevers, while a root decoction is used o
T w nut decoction =
weat stomach alments and the nut decod
Pt StOMac

used to treat diarrhea

‘hﬁ lhﬂH Areca catechu
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School groups and
outdoor classrooms
Jardin Canario, Gran
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WWW outreach: digitising collections: Singapore

ME e
MEMORY |%
GAME s 1 .

Musaceae, Strelitziaceae o -
& Lowlaceae of
The Ginger Garden
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& here come
Sydney’s 1.4m

specimens, @
high-res... 24/7...



Accessible to all? Singapore metro, gate gree

ters
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Sydney’s new fernery, 1992-3
(John Barbeceto) replaced 2 shade houses

\ .
e,\\\x\\&\\\\




. e K
2 - - . 2 . re =3 - . .
- i . <
< . ' ~ EhAS o - \
E A X N : » 3 ~ Z 4 ¥
- ), _ ~N

3 - » i —
- - _ -y ¥ " :
L% R B 54
_ . ) \ -
- K4 »
y R *

Respite from the city,

e | .
Sydney Fernery A | ?‘
By a private donation B ' |



ingapore

S

in urban life

Retreat & recharge




Who decides on management and changes?
How? Experts? Twitter/ Instagram? Barcelona

www.facebool om "‘.;',.','iv\hlli_f
www.instagram.com/nparksburs

yww.twitter.com/nparksbuzz

pport the heritage programmes at the Singapore B
fund.org or contact us at garden_city_fund@np




Commerce: lure, offer,
balance? Singapore
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Commerce - Events & income: parties, movies,
corporate functions - Good: new users?
- Bad: damage, vandalism...”?



Are they seen
& used more

as parks?

Sydney (L)

Singapore (R)

T

Their Future?

Spectacles, chasing S
or wider valuing of

their many layers?




