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Young: Mar  i  
Murtra, Blanes, 
Costa Brava 
(1952) 

Focus on 
conservation & 
tourism 











Around 5 million people 
visited RBG Sydney in 2016,  

an increase of c30% (OEH CEO). 



Conservation issues: RBG Sydney (1816) 
Aging, dying trees – Public understanding , renewal 



Conflicts: moving Sydney’s bats, tree deaths, palm grove renewal 



Fashion: celebrity makeovers: Jamie Durie re-jig,  
Sydney succulent garden – short-term projects / trends 











Re-done: Sydney’s lawn squares & ground covers – 
smart adaptation of a popular feature – lessons for today 















Audiences: Sydney 
HSBS Oriental Garden, 
1997+ collections from 
the wild. Site has Asian 
associations  from 1917 







Sydney’s Cadi Jam Ora 
garden 1996+ focus on 
Aboriginal history 



Audiences? Signs with 
attitude: 2015, Sydney BG 





Art: Sydney’s sculpture walk – stories & place…  



Art: 1999 Folly for Mrs Macquarie (Fiona Hall) wit, history… 



Patronage: Sydney’s micro-bat home or = high art?  

Urge to FILL up spaces – pleasure park or botanic garden? 



& Play: little locals LOVE it: an active recreation magnet! 















Sharing new finds / 
introductions:   

Ken Hill & Wollemi pine, 
Sydney, 1998 







Valencia’s BG (R) 
& Parc Marxellanes 
(L) 
New wetland  resource 
to teach history and 
ecology – and relax 









www outreach: digitising collections: Singapore 









Respite from the city, 

Sydney Fernery  
By a private donation 









Commerce - Events & income: parties, movies,  

corporate functions - Good: new users?  
                                           - Bad: damage, vandalism…? 



Are they seen 
& used more 

as parks? 
 
Sydney (L)  
 
Singapore (R) 

Their Future? 

Spectacles, chasing $ 
or wider valuing of  

their many layers? 


