)ctober 2019

Chinese market gardening in New Zealand:
exchange and interaction

James Beattie, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand
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Chinese Market gardening
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~ If you are near a town, possibly an
itinerant Chinese gardener may come
round to your door ... you would get
vegetables more easily than you can
rear them. ...

The Chinese surpass others in rearing
vegetables cheaply and successfully for
the market; and at the same time, set a
good example to their neighbours by
rising at 3 and 4 a.m.

Mrs Williams, Migrant Guide, 1882

George Moore Sinclair, [Arthur Street Cemetery, Dunedin] Nov. 1880.
Ref: B-062-020. Reproduced with permission from the Alexander
Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand.
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| o ;__ If you are near a town, possibly an
Chinese dominated el sy itinerant Chinese gardener may come
vegetable growing and .= round to your door ... you would get

supply in late nineteenth & “*l\ vegetables more easily than you can
century New Zealand, . _ s 7 rearthem. ...

-

e m The Chinese surpass others in rearing

.. vegetables cheaply and successfully for
- the market; and at the same time, set a
good example to their neighbours by
rising at 3 and 4 a.m.

On the left-hand side of the picture, a Chinese vegetable hawker makes Mrs Wllhams Mlg rant GL“de 1882

his way up past the Arthur Street Cemetery, Dunedin, November 1880.

Such sights were common by the time this image was painted. 4 l
George Moore Sinclair, [Arthur Street Cemetery, Dunedin] Nov. 1880.

Ref: B-062-020. Reproduced with permission from the Alexander

Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /
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Concentrating on 19th century
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Canton, Pearl River, c. 1900

Chinese migration
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Chinese migration

) Kong, 1860-64 22 April, 2020

) m.org/writable/resources/image/overlay_full/e81235hongkonggouache_copyl.jpg
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Otago Chamber of Commerce «
invites Chinese to Otago, 1865

Mr Ewan moved “urge the Executive
W.A. Tolmie . to give an official letter or notice to
“valuable colonists; were a well ' | the effect that the lives and property
behaved class, and produced lar l of any Chinese coming into the

quantities of gold and were Iarge Province will be protected”.
consumers”. Sept 1865 i
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https://blogs.otago.ac.nz/thehockenblog/2019/01/21/a-brief-glimpse-at-chinese-immigration-to-otago/
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Chinese population,
Australasia
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From: Charles A. Price, The Great White Walls Are Built:
Restrictive immigration to North America and Australasia, 1836-
1888 (Canberra: Australian Institute of International Affairs &
Australian National University Press, 1974), p.277
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LESS THAN 10 PERSONS

1045 PERSONS

5099 PERSONS

100-250 PERSONS

PROVINCIAL BOUNDARIES
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Physical Presence

LESS THAN 10 PERSONS
10-49 PERSONS
50-99 PERSONS
100-250 PERSONS

PROVINCIAL BOUNDARIES

CANTERBURY

1.

FAIRDOWN
CHARLESTOWN
INANGAHUA
REEFTON
TOTARA FLAT
GREYMOUTH
KUMARA
HOKITIKA

9. RIMU

10. ROSS

11. CHRISTCHURCH
. OAMARU

. GLENORCHY 28

1
2

3
4
S.
6.
7.
8

. FOURTEEN MILE BEAC)
. KINGSTON

. CHINAMAN FLAT

. GABRIEL'S GULLY

. LAWRENCE

. WAITAHUNA

. DUNEDIN

ROUNDHILL

. CHINAMEN’'S GULLY 29, INVERCARGILL
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Map of distribution of Chinese population in the goldmining areas in 18

ADAPTED FROM TAHER, 1965, MAP 7,




Otago Gold-fields

Z
gf

Phases of alluvial
mining

Pan/cradle

Sluicing (called
monitors .
remove soil

Hydraulic
engineering

Chinese gold miner, Wing Chung, with cradle on the banks of the
Clutha River. Ref: 1/2-019695-F. Alexander Turnbull Library,
Wellington, New Zealand.http://natlib.govt.nz/records/22564754



From: George McNeur Photograph Album,
c. 1898-1903, MS-1007-009/009, image
S11-061h.




Chinese Gardening

Chinese employed in gardening 1871,

1881 & 1896
Almost 25%

employed in
market
gardening by
1881

1881

Chinese population No. employed in gardening




TN TR
Private gardens supplied Cantonese tables
rather than European ones.

“white cabbage,” grown of seed from China’ in
- Bannockburn.
Bok Choy

| Chinese cabbage,
=~ spring onions,

Chinese sugar peas

Kohlrabi
_ + less commonly, coriander, white radish,
" chrysanthemum greens for domestic
consumption.

$s1deal{\!v
{ Old ‘__



Chinese market gardens




3., Market Gardening

e.g., early 1900s: most Dunedin’s
market gardeners from Jungseng
(Zengcheng) (four counties); Dunedin
suburb Kaikorai Valley + Palmerston
N. & Whanganui = Panyu (three
counties)

Work claims in clan groups
-Centred around common

Ianguage/place associations - TIES P ey
S & 512-49 CB7/2, PCANZ

Yorve ga/ﬁl&m 34’?Wwﬂ~ : 20.1-1408.
am [ Y Yo | "4» an S/fuh Jem,, @.%L‘M'C'y‘m\,g)‘f@{,’- Jag? eM’(E%,,&
L cotam




e SIS -« Commercial |
B T 7%  Initially on gold-fields: e.g., here i
Later supplies major towns by 1880s-1890s |

_ Arrowtown Chinese camp,

':‘ ¥ S gter
8190, (i
- from James Ng, Windows on a Chinese Past..., vol.1, p.301 mzé
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Chinese gardeners/cooks/
farm workers on European
farms

Otama Station, Riversdale (Southland),
employed

‘an experienced and
industrious Chinese gardener’ to oversee ‘the

main attraction of the grounds’.

He received praise for the variety, appearance
and abundance of the vegetables raised.

Southland Times, 25 May 1887, p. 2.

Station
Ayrburn
Birchwood
Ardmore
Greenfield
Mt Linton (Otautau)
Morven

Kindis
Brookdale
Ashley Downs
Linnburn
Puketoi
Edendale
Kawarau
Galloway
Tarras

Mt Pisa
Nokomai
Kawarau Falls

Source: Don’s Roll,

1883-1913, courtesy Dr.

James Ng

No. of employees

4

1 gardener

5

6 gardeners & others
5

5
gardener & others
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Urbanisation
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David Thorns and Ben Schrader, 'City history and people -
The appeal of city life', Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New
Zealand, http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/graph/23509/urban-
growth (accessed 17 October 2019)
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St Kilda - Dunedin, N. Z
J. Duthie (1896) Wellington’s citizens ‘are almost solely

dependent upon them for vegetables.. .but [for] these
industrious Chinamen the people would generally go short.’

Wanganui Chronicle (1912) in New Zealand, ‘The Chinese
have been left in indisputed [sic] possession of the industry’
of market gardening.
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" 1889: Dunedin 80/110 , o
market gardeners worked .~ .
‘The Flat’, c.1905,

In this area _
--supplies visiting ships 1054_01_023A.jpg,

Dud 47000 population http:/A/hockensnapshop. aesmz
1896 iew/9802.

oy v


http://hockensnapshop.ac.nz/nodes/view/9802
http://hockensnapshop.ac.nz/nodes/view/9802

A=t "l_IRI.B. three, wanted; 16 to 18.-B.|
: X Deakir, Kwong Hop Ginger Faclory,| |
%ms_h'n- Bldgs , Rnt!tmilh i,

e

NZH, 6 April 1914, p.1 [EEES

H . Chan Ah Chee

. .- BROADWAY, NEWMARKET, '
" . Prices to 8ult Everyone, ... -
- Chaice Ceulifiowers = -
Choice Casbbsges ., .. .~ -
Choice 8ydney Mandaring, - - ..
.-+ Choice Queenaland Pines = .- . -
-+ . Choice Navel Oranges. - . ..
" Deliciona Apples, 8lb, for 2/4 -
.. -Now Shipment Fiji Bananas, '

L - Image source: The Journeys of Two
I ' - Families, no page



_

Ah Chee & Co delivery truck (c. 1920s-
1930s, Mavis Lowe): &
http://www.environmentalhistory-au- — SR f
nz.org/2011/08/%E9%99%88%E8%BE
%BEY%EB%IEY%ID-chan-dah-chee- Ah Ch & C ;
1851-1930/ ee 00

BROADWAY, NEWMARKEY,

a h:l"“(.: toug;olt Evoryone,

co Cau wors
Chan Ah Chee Cholos Oabbages
Choice Bydney Mandaring,

Choice Queenalsnd Pines
Choice Navel Oranges.

‘Delislous Apples, 8lb. for 2/,
Now Bhipment ¥iji Bananuas,

Joong Chew Lee, wife of Ah Chee (c. 1920s, Bruce Ah Chee): from http://www.environmentalhistory-au-
nz.org/2011/08/%E9%99%88%E8%BE%BEY%E6%9E%ID-chan-dah-chee-1851-1930/
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Chinese gardens

Typical Annual
Late Rice Crop crop cycle,

Nursery Main field Harvest

R NN southern China

Man field Harvest
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Fi i
gure 11.4. Annual cropping cycle. The te mperature curve here is based upon
current mean temperatures. The mean annual te mperature in 1764—65 might have

be
en about 0.4 °C lower than represented in the chart, which would shift the curve
somewhat lower,

From: Robert B. Marks, ‘Climate and Harvests in Southern
China...’, in Sediments of Time, Figure 11.4, p.421

http://www.maniototo.co.nz/
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Canton’s landscape ,

bloughman homeward plods his weary way’ towards the compound of Kong Tsuen. In 1898 Rev. Don founded the Canton Villages Mission, servicing the Upper Panyu area from which many

ang Qlpese. came and toavplen man e K A Do e Qb the g Qi




Why success in NZ

Adaptation
Some rely on existing experience in
dry central Victoria

Skilled at coaxing produce fr small
areas

Labour: work along clan lines
Immensely hard-working

E.g, plant out vegetables in tight rows,
fertilising them with manure and other
organic waste

bloughman homeward plods his weary way' towards the compound of Kong Tsuen. In 1898 Rev. Don founded the Canton Villages Mission, servicing the Upper Panyu area from which many
I caland hinese.came.and.ioswhich. man o ned..Kang huen.aaa ho cite.ofibhouniccicondhacniia alal - g
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3. Market Gardening

The strong points in Chinese
“| gardening, then, are
constant watering and
manuring and continual
| stirring of the soil.

This system is, no doubt, the z
result of a much older ;
experience in the culture of
- the 'soil than that of
. Europeans, and we maintain
« that with all our science and
. SO called civilisation, we
_ have something to learn { Envir learning
® from the heathen. & Chinese to Eur
| = & - Series articles 1870s on methods Eur follow fr
= Chinese for horticulture

~\ Otago Witness , 1 June 1878, Page 21
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The Chinamen are to be commended for the
perseverance they have displayed in their trial, and
it is to be hoped that they will succeed in growing a
marketable article. Mr Arndt is taking a
considerable interest in the experiment, and assists
it in every way he can.

WMN-.... Wi tago Witness, 5 J1

Jhurlby Domain, -~ e
: Speargrass Flat, c. 18802 /‘\?f-——.. """""""""‘m«-—-—u
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1 And a word of praise is also due
/| to Mr Lye Bow... Mr Bow is a
1 straight-out enthusiast in fruit

culture... Otago Witness, 28 May 1896
B ‘ This orchard contains a thousand
_'__ - apple trees, two thousand apricot,
@ two hundred peach, and two
=5 N hunplred greengage plum trees,
- besides several hundred pear
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Technology
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“.woes2s “The Chinese on the low-lying Forbury
4. market-gardens are applying the machine
! X“' ﬁt;,
#¢ thatin China they use to raise the water

o
=« from streams up to their ricefields, here to
. raise the water off their gardens into the
"% . street open drains to run off’.

Alexander Don, Diary, 1899-1907, item 413, in Ng, v1, note 77b,
167

Unnamed Chinese market gardener, Forbury, Dunedin,
operating pedal waterwheel. Date unknown. ‘Activity on
the school grounds in the early days,’ King’s High
School, Dunedin, neg E6778/4, Hocken Library.
Reproduced with Permission of Hocken Library and
King’s High School. With thanks also to James Ng and
Lin Phelan.



St Kilda = Dunedin, N. Z

‘The Flat’, c.1905,

1054_01_023A.jpg,

httpitfhockensnapshop . aewazeagd
Area near Forbury iew/9802.
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http://hockensnapshop.ac.nz/nodes/view/9802
http://hockensnapshop.ac.nz/nodes/view/9802
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GARDEN GUIDE l Te Aro Seed

— PRACTICAL HINTS ON
What to Sow - When to Sow - How to Sow
For the Vegetable and Flower Garden COI I lpa ny,
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James Chin/Moon Ting

e ol Jung Seng, born 1859-

ISSUED GRATIS TO CUSTOMERS OF

TE ARO SEED COMPANY

58 Courtenay Place, Wellington, C.3., N.Z.

TRIAL GROUNDS AND NURSERIES—KILBIRNIE
G.P.O. Box 320 - Estd. 1900 - Telephone 51-465
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Our Seeds are Guarvanleed — Sow ‘‘Seeds That Grow ”’
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‘a man carefully carrying a stock of turnip

&Y seed grown in China; the seed, like all

other Chinese productions, he considered

* N immensely superior to the foreign article.’

Don, ‘Our Chinese Mission’, The New Zealand Presbyterian, 1 January
1883, 127




Flower competitions

e.g., March 1871, Dunedin market

# gardener Wong Koo, won a special ‘prize
- for his exhibits of lilies and feather
ornaments’.

‘Chinese Narcissus’ could be Narcissus
tazetta var. chinensis (Chinese Sacred Lily
or daffodil).
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v
|

|
l -

22 April, 2020




Flower competitions .
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Materia medica

/ showed me a bottle containing “medicine for
i o .
//////////////%// ade it from a berry growing at Round

W/ ch he called “seven star berry,”, soaked in
strong liquor made from fermented rice]’

g’///; JU

Alexander Don, ‘Our Chinese Mission’, The
New Zealand Presbyterian, 1 February

1884, 147

22 April, 2020
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Growing racism
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Growin g ra cism
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” ?/ “hinese
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ese cannot make the
; of disease by using any

-ha Ch

e Cll
) f/ a NN 4//
witl 8 fl L o //4/4 LD

~J
Hirao A [
// ganui Herald, 25 August
adi

edical Offic F Health pronounced its yards

r
-t

////////////////////// ccumulations or deposits. The

5 found did not justify any action being taken under
i .
/4/////////5/////{// . Evening Post, 26 January 1923, p.
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Growing racism
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Ah Chee & Co delivery truck (c. 1920s-
1930s, Mavis Lowe): &
http://www.environmentalhistory-au- — SR f
nz.org/2011/08/%E9%99%88%E8%BE
%BEY%EB%IEY%ID-chan-dah-chee- Ah Ch & C ;
1851-1930/ ee 00

BROADWAY, NEWMARKEY,

a h:l"“(.: toug;olt Evoryone,

co Cau wors
Chan Ah Chee Cholos Oabbages
Choice Bydney Mandaring,

Choice Queenalsnd Pines
Choice Navel Oranges.

‘Delislous Apples, 8lb. for 2/,
Now Bhipment ¥iji Bananuas,

Joong Chew Lee, wife of Ah Chee (c. 1920s, Bruce Ah Chee): from http://www.environmentalhistory-au-
nz.org/2011/08/%E9%99%88%E8%BE%BEY%E6%9E%ID-chan-dah-chee-1851-1930/
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Cantonese reaction to
landscape 48

“The owner had placed offerings of %e
~and fresh flowers in three tiny wine-cups -
- “and two vases before the shripe)”
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Take one of the Chinese gardens in the

” iy o » 6 -
=3 outskirts of any of the New Zealand cities,
s & multiply it a million-fold, and the result is

China.

é«tﬂ-& g—m&mm rrae | lu.‘.(/{pa, '
Chiau [Goo Mo Chiam Shek, W.TN., C Yoo Kiwng, € Yake, Shify, Jou* < fouiry Ok .
VIR L cckom
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Translation

\

‘

~ ‘Matai’ [Ma Tai?] and W. Paterson,
date unknown, ¢.19007?, from Ng,
Windows v2, p.

“They prepared passages from the Bible
in Chinese characters & beneath this
there were Chinese words written in
ordinary letters [i.e., phonetically in
English?] & beneath this again there
was a literal translation. Thus a
Chinaman & an Englishman could each
read & pronounce the Chinese words &
see what each Chinese word meant in

English’
WGC Paterson, ‘Walter Paterson, 1827-1917’,
handwritten MS, OSM, 1976.
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Thank you very much

Further questions:

Thank you:

AGHS and its organising committee, Dr. James Ng, Dr. Joanna
Boileau, Duncan M. Campbell, Dr. Paul Star, Chris Elder, Prof.
Peter Holland, Dr. Joseph Lawson, Prof. Liu Ts'ui-jung, Prof.
Robert B. Marks, Lynette Shum, Dr. Selia Jinhua Tan, and the
staff of the Presbyterian Archives Aotearoa, Hocken Library,
Rachel Carson Center, LMU




Cantonese naming in Otago

Fraser River “Big Stone Ditch”
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