


SPREADING THE WORD ABOUT RESPONDING TO CLIMATE CHANGE
In November 2022, the AGHS’s patron, Professor Tim Entwisle, launched the AGHS position statement on responding to climate change. This is the first step in achieving on of the goals in the Society’s 2021–24 Strategic Plan.
The following offers some suggestions for AGHS members who wish to support the AGHS’s advocacy work on responding to climate change by writing to members of parliament. The draft letter draws attention to the AGHS’s position statement. It could also be used to urge action on local issues linked to the preservation of cultural landscapes and/or the need for adaptation in the face of changes in the climate. 
It is suggested that this draft be used as a starting point to write to your local member in federal or state parliament. You may also consider contacting your state’s senators or the minister whose portfolio relates to your topic area (e.g. Environment Minister or Energy Minister). Depending on the issue, it may also be worthwhile writing to local council representatives. 
Please note that the AGHS National Management Committee would be interested to learn about any responses you receive and about any initiatives your branch is undertaking that demonstrate what the AGHS is doing to respond to climate change. Contact editor@gardenhistorysociety.org.au 



EXAMPLE OF A LETTER

The Hon Tanya Plibersek MP
Minister for the Environment and Water
PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
[You can search for your local federal member and find out how to contact them at: https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Guidelines_for_Contacting_Senators_and_Members/Address_labels_and_CSV_files
Each state and territory parliament has a list of local members. For example, here is the NSW Parliament’s advice: https://education.parliament.nsw.gov.au/who-is-my-local-member-of-parliament/]
Below is some suggested text to get you started; however, personalising the letter will enhance its impact, especially when it is addressed to your elected representative. Note, however, that it is desirable to keep the letter short.
Dear 
I write to you as a [constituent/citizen] who is very concerned about the effects of global warming on our local community and indeed the whole planet. I am also a member of the Australian Garden History Society (AGHS), established in 1980 to promote awareness and conservation of significant gardens and cultural landscapes. Recognising the complex challenges facing that mission in a warming climate, in November 2022 the AGHS has issued a climate change position statement that commits the Society to the following actions:
1. foster a low-carbon) approach to all our activities 
2. assist garden owners and custodians of cultural landscapes to understand and conserve heritage values in the context of responding to changing climatic conditions 
3. support research on climate change adaptation, mitigation and management to understand and drive action in historic gardens and landscapes and their evolving interpretation 
4. promote up-to-date alternatives to unsustainable practices 
5. establish linkages with other organisations to increase awareness of the importance of gardens and landscapes in responding to climate change and to the conservation and adaptation of heritage gardens and landscapes.
You can read the full statement on our website: https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/2022/11/climate-change-position-statement-2/

[ADD A PARAGRAPH TYING THE ACTIONS IN THE PREVIOUS PARAGRAPH TO AN ISSUE OF CONCERN IN YOUR LOCALITY] 

[Ahead of the forthcoming election], I would be very keen to learn about your own views and policies on climate change. 

Yours sincerely




