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TAFE NSW Ryde School of Horticulture 
TAFE NSW Ryde School of Horticulture teaches landscaping, horticulture, green keeping and 
environmental studies. As well as the classrooms, laboratories and computerised glasshouses, 
its 25 acres of landscaped grounds provide living classrooms.  

Once the lands of the Wallumattigal people, Ryde TAFE was part of one of the first land grants in 
the area – dating back to 1792. Originally known as Longford, it was purchased from the 
descendants of the Long family by the Department of Education in 1946. Before that, the first 
school of horticulture had been established as part of the Sydney Technical College in 1936. 
Twelve years later, the school moved to Ryde. Ryde School of Horticulture opened in 1956.  

Kate Low, in 2025 the Director of Horticulture and Land Management for TAFE NSW, studied at 
Ryde, following in her mother, Faye’s, footsteps, who started studying Horticulture at the Ryde 
School in 1970 (when Kate was six). Kate recalls: 

I spent three years being dragged around gardens and on excursions. When we were 
sick, if mum had TAFE, we would have to sit quietly under the table during classes. Mum 
planted half the study list in our garden. If we could remember the botanic names of the 
plant overnight, in the morning it was ours to 'own'. I owned most of that garden. 

Mum's teachers included Mr Rowell (Ray)*, Peter and Judy McMaugh, Neil Black, Bruce 
Stringer, Graham and Sandra Ross, Mr Leonard Vinck (bonsai) and many other 
luminaries. 

When I finished school, I studied landscape architecture, but then returned to Ryde and 
also studied horticulture and then bush regeneration. I was a recipient of an Australian 
Garden History Society scholarship for my undergraduate thesis on the gardens of Betty 
Maloney and Jean Walker (‘Naturalness with order: the bush gardens of Betty Maloney 
and Jean Walker’, Australian Garden History, vol. 2 no. 6, May/June 1991, pp.3-9). 

* See John Rowell’s tribute to Ray here: https://www.smh.com.au/national/plant-lover-broke-new-
ground-in-teaching-20110915-1kbm6.html 

 

If you have a story to share about the Ryde College of Horticulture, please contact Francesca 
Beddie, editor of Australian Garden History and producer of Ticket to Ryde: 
editor@gardenhistorysociety.org.au  

To find out more about the Australian Garden History Society, go the website 
www.gardenistorysociety.org.au  
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Timeline showing the development of the Ryde School of Horticulture, courtesy TAFE NSW 
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More about those featured in Ticket to Ryde 
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC, DBE, was the inaugural Chair of the 
Australian Garden History Society upon its formation in 1980. She stood 
down from that position after a year and subsequently accepted the role 
of Patron, a position she held until 1989. The full interview and transcript 
are available at:  

https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/publications/dame-elisabeth-murdoch-ac-dbe/ 

 

Shirley Stackhouse OAM was The Sydney Morning Herald gardening 
contributor for more than 30 years. As well as writing gardening advice, 
she illustrated the column with her pen and ink drawings of flowers from 
her garden. The full interview and transcript are available at:  

https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/publications/shirley-stackhouse-oam/  

 

Lindsay Campbell is an influential figure in Tasmanian horticulture and 
garden landscape design. His practice reflects various cultural and 
geographic influences from around the world, particularly Japan, China, 
Spain and Patagonia. His gardens are designed to be environmentally 
appropriate using plants that fit harmoniously with the local conditions. 
The full interview and transcript are available at: 

https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/publications/lindsay-campbell-2/ 

  

Bob Cherry enrolled at Ryde Horticultural College at the age of 16. In 
1972, he founded Paradise Plants, a nursery at Kulnura, located 50 
miles (80km) north of Sydney. At its peak, it was one of the largest 
wholesale nurseries in Australia. Bob’s passion for plants led to many 
overseas trips collecting seeds and plants, notably from China. The 
full interview and transcript are available at: 

https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/publications/bob-cherry/  

 

 When interviewed in 2020, Ian Carroll was Head Gardener of Oldbury 
Farm, Sutton Forest, NSW. This interview was part of a series on head 
gardeners in the Southern Highlands conducted by the Australian 
Garden History Society in collaboration with the Berrima District 
Museum. The full interview and transcript are available at: 
https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/publications/ian-carroll/ 
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