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Dear Dr Lennon 
 
Thank you for your correspondence to the Premier, the Hon Peter Malinauskas MP, on 
behalf of the Australian Garden History Society regarding the Adelaide Park Lands (the 
Park Lands). As the matters you have raised fall within my portfolio responsibilities, the 
Premier has asked me to respond on his behalf. 
 
The Park Lands are a defining feature of Adelaide and hold significant environmental, 
cultural, recreational and heritage value for South Australians. The State Government 
recognises the strong community interest in their protection and ongoing enhancement. 
 
The Park Lands are defined and governed under the Adelaide Park Lands Act 2005. The 
Act establishes the Adelaide Park Lands Plan and sets statutory principles requiring that 
the Park Lands be held for public benefit and that their environmental, cultural and social 
values be protected and enhanced. Importantly, the Act prohibits the removal of land 
from the Park Lands unless approved by resolution of both Houses of Parliament. This 
provides a clear safeguard against reduction or excision of the Park Lands and reflects 
the strength of the existing legislative framework. 
 
The Act also establishes Kadaltilla (the Adelaide Park Lands Authority) as the statutory 
body responsible for preparing and maintaining the Adelaide Park Lands Management 
Strategy and providing advice to the City of Adelaide and the Minister on policy, 
development, heritage and management matters affecting the Park Lands.  
 
To date, Kadaltilla has not provided advice recommending legislative reform to the Act or 
indicating that the existing statutory framework is unable to achieve the Act’s principles. 
 
The current Adelaide Park Lands Management Strategy, Towards 2036, which I 
approved and tabled in Parliament in August 2025, provides the endorsed framework for 
protection, enhancement and whole-of-landscape stewardship of the Park Lands.  
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The Strategy provides the mechanism through which stewardship, cultural recognition, 
biodiversity enhancement and rationalisation of built form are addressed. It promotes the 
cultural values of the Park Lands, including Kaurna culture, heritage and wellbeing, 
commits to recognising and protecting sites of Kaurna cultural significance, and 
promotes Kaurna involvement in precinct and master planning processes. The Strategy 
also supports protection and enhancement of biodiversity, habitat connectivity and 
climate resilience across the Park Lands. It includes measures to reduce fragmented 
buildings and hardstand areas and, where appropriate, return underutilised areas to Park 
Lands use. 
 
The Adelaide Park Lands Management Strategy – Towards 2036 is publicly available 
online at https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/about-council/plans-reporting/adelaide-park-
lands-management-strategy/. 
 
The Adelaide Park Lands and City Layout were included on the National Heritage List in 
2008. The City of Adelaide is currently leading preparation of a Tentative List submission 
for World Heritage consideration, which Kadaltilla and the State Government support.  
 
The State Government remains committed to protecting and enhancing the Park Lands 
for the benefit of current and future generations. The Park Lands are located within the 
Adelaide Park Lands Zone of the Planning and Design Code, which is established under 
the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016. The Zone seeks to maintain the 
Park Lands as a unique, publicly accessible and well-connected open space system. 
 
In 2022, the State Government restored full Park Lands zoning protections at Helen 
Mayo Park and invested $1.5 million to revitalise degraded areas. The new Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital will see significant enhancing of amenity around the Old 
Adelaide Gaol and improved access and amenity to surrounding Park Lands, much of 
which is currently inaccessible. In addition, as part of the recently opened Adelaide 
Aquatic Centre, the existing aquatic centre was demolished and 1000 square metres 
returned to the Park Lands.  
 
I can assure you that any decision by the Malinauskas Government to locate important 
public infrastructure within the Park Lands is always balanced with the aim to ensure 
there is zero-net loss of accessible Park Lands, while considering ways to improve 
access and amenity to surrounding areas. 
 
I appreciate the informed engagement of the Australian Garden History Society and 
thank you for your advocacy and ongoing interest in the Adelaide Park Lands. 
 
Please note that I have provided a copy of your correspondence and this response to 
Kadaltilla for information. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Hon Nick Champion MP 
Minister for Planning 
 
       /       / 2026 
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